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Che Guide to Holiness. 


APRIL, 1861. 


HOLINESS AT HOME. 


THERE is an old remark, made in reference to 
political rights, that “the home of an English- 
man is his castle.” It is, or ought to be, true, that 

the home of a Christian héad of a family is his 
holy place,”"—the sanctuary where peace reigns, 
and where the sacrifices of holy hearts, and the 
incense of believing pray ers, are continually of- 
fered. As in the days of God’s judgment upon 
the Egyptians, when darkness which could be 
felt rested upon them, and there was light in the 
dwellings of his people,—so, when moral dark- 
ness pervades the surrounding community, the 
Christian household should be light in the Lord. 
Its light must not, cannot, be hid under a bushel. 
Men must see it, and. come to Christ by it, that 
they may be saved. 

Eminent holiness is a light shining within the 
sacred limits of the household. It must be seen 
there by those viewing it thus closely, even more 
clearly than by those without. It is not with the 
light of home holiness as it is with some beacon- 
lights which shine through immense reflectors, 
throwing out their glare at a great distance, while 
looking diminutive when seen near, and as they 
stand alone. It does indeed shine afar, and be- 
comes the light of the world, but is also the glory 
of its own immediate sphere. 

In the Jewish and primitive Christian church, 
the holiness of the head of the family seemed to 
represent the consecration of the househo 
Abraham “commanded his children and his 
household after him, that they kept the way of 
the Lord,’ — not so much, it may be presumed, 
by the authority of a father and patriarch as by 
the influence of a holy example. Joshua de- 
‘elared not only for himself but for his house, 
that they would serve the Lord, inthe confidence 
he had that they would be drawn in the right 
path by his example. In the divine history of 
apostolic labors, we have the statement that, with 
the head, the dependent family were consecrated 
to God. This, in any view, shows the influence 
of home holiness. 

That it is eminently important that the heart 
should be right with God every moment that we 
remain under our own roof, is too apparent to 
require lengthy remarks. 
‘of our life is spent. If this is not consecrated to 
God, other time cannot be. To suppose other- 
wise is to deceive ourselves. Here the light of 
our spiritual baptism will be seen, and its power 
felt. The hours that it affords for secret prayer, 
reading of God’s Word, and quiet separation 
from the world, will, if rightly improved, afford 
strength for active and public duties. smgres, 


Here a large: portion 


sions are to be made at home upon children and 
other members of the household, more by our 
spirit than by our precepts. The latter may be 
erring when well intended; the former, if 
wholly sanctified, is a spiritual diamond, to write 
truth, by God's help, on flinty hearts. Its aggre- 
gate influence in its every-day presence, will be 
almost irresistible. 

In many respects it is more difficult to maintain 
holiness, especially in its higher forms, at home, 
than when discharging public duties abroad. 
Our unavoidable infirmities are known here. In- 
cidental appearances of evil, as well as real 


times happens that the holy person is watched 
for his haltings by those of his own household. 
He may be in. home contact with none of the 
charity that ‘“‘ thinketh no evil.”’ And still fur- 
ther. his good may be evil spoken of without 
occasion, and hatred be returned for his love. 
Added to these, or standing alone as a difficulty 
to home holiness, is the unavoidable daily per- 
‘ception of the infirmities of others. Human 
nature, even favored with the fulness of gospel 
holiness, will exhibit its weaknesses under the 
microscopic vision of near and constant observa- 
tion. 

But what of all this! The grace of God can 
keep the heart pure, the spirit serene, and the 
words right words, like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver, and every act well pleasing to God, 
under all circumstances. There must be no let- 
ting down the standard of purity because of dif- 
ficulties; there must be no less jealousy for the 
glory of God because the world’s eye is-not upon 
us. Thou God seest me! is enough. 

The satisfaction to one jealous of himself and 
for God’s glory, in possessing an habitual home 


Id. baptism of the Holy Ghost, is eminently fitted to 
encourage him in his public labors and profes- — 


sions. Itarms him against the suggestion that 
the stimulus of human approbation has an undue 
influence upon his conduct. As the body and 
mind are refreshed for public labors by the well- 
spread table, the social comforts, and the quiet 
sleep of home,—so the soul is renewed by its 
holy atmosphere and its hours in the closet and 
with the Word of God. It may and should be 
an earnest of our home in heaven, — an impressive 
illustration of mansions which Christ has a 
to prepare for his saints. 


Our beloved and. now glorified brother, O. H. 
KNAPP, whose deathi we noticed in our January 
number, who had entered into arrangements 
with us as ascitant editor of the Guide, wrote 
several articles for our pages in pursuance of this 
arrangement. Some of these would be inappropri- 
ate now, in view of his mysterious removal to his 
heavenly rest. The following extract from an 
editorial, breathes his earnest and sanctified 
spirit : — 


Christian deficiencies, may be observed. It some- 
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A SUGGESTION. 

To promote the circulation of a publication 
upon which the Saviour has set the seal of his 
own approbation, isa likely way of doing good 
to others. If we possess the blessing of a clean 
heart, we understand the importance of aiding 
others in their efforts to obtain a similar blessing; 
and who can measure the good that will result 
from the humble instrumentality which leads one 
pilgrim out of the wilderness into the promised 
rest? 

Reader! have you had much experience in 
leading souls into a full salvation? And have 
you ever watched the after-course of such a 
brother? Were you ever privileged to see him 


lead soul after soul over Jordan; and then again 


rejoice as you witnessed those beloved ones begin 
their labors of love? One lent copy of the Guide, 
in the course of a few days, was the instrument 
of leading three souls into the rest of faith; and 


, | thus three more recruits were washed,” “filled,” 
‘and prepared for service under the Captain of 


their Salvation, by the very simple act of lending 
one cdpy of the Guide. 

Your neighbors and friends are where you once 
were; perhaps contented in the wilderness; or, it 
may be, like Israe], disbelieving the word of God. 
In reference to such the command is, “‘ communi- 
cate,” “‘ forget not.’’ You can show the sincer- 
ity of your prayer’ in an effort to induce them 
to read on the subject of a full salvation. Let 
them have light; and then, if rejected, you have 
at least the consolation of knowing that they are 
not kept wane through your apathy or 
neglect. 

Christians move amidst grave responsibilities, 
and none more so than those possessing the light, 
power, and obligations of a full salvation. If we 


' are holy, we have power with God. If cleansed, 
_ we know how important it is that others should 


be purified; and a regard to God's honor, the 
good of others, and our own growth in grace, 
urge usto be diligent in spreading information 
on the subject of a full salvation. 

To aid in the circulation of the Guide among 
our neighbors is not difficult. If each reader 
would but induce one of his neighbors to become 
a subscriber, the aggregate of good that would 
follow would probably surprise us all. We pray 
for light to be sent forth, and, to be consistent, 
we should labor for the same end. ‘“* We are 
laborers together with God.” To pray for a re- 
vival of the work of holiness in our midst, and 
not labor for it when practicable, is solemn 
mockery. The work of holiness is carried on by 
instrumentalities; and among them is the dis- 
semination of light on the subject’ through such 


mediums as the Guide. Let each of us, then, 


resolve, in Christ’s strength, to labor for at least 
one additional subscriber to the Guide during 
the present year; and when obtained, let us 


' mever cease to pray that such subscriber may be 


brought into the fuil liverty of the gospel of 
Christ, until our prayers are answered. 


SCRIPTURE CABINET. 


A CORONATION PROMISED. 


“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will ote thee a 
crown of life.”— Rev. ii. 10. 

Tue Christians of Smyrna are not bidden to 
make an urgent representation of their case to 
the proconsul; to carry an appeal before the em- 


nor to gird on sword and buckler and make a 
valiant defence for liberty of conscience; but 
they are bidden to Bt faithful to the doctrines of 
their religion, — to be faithful unto death. 

There is a promise,—‘‘And I will give thee a 
crown of life.” Those poor, despised disciples of 
Smyrna, candidates for the wreath of victory! 
and that, too, from the hand of the King of 
kings!, Yes; and you, too, followers of Jesus, 
struggling with poverty, oppressed with loneli- 


are ye sons of God;” ye are of the seed royal ; 
be ye faithful unto death, and ye shall ‘havea 
crown of life. Paul, the aged, caught a glimpse 
of that victor’s wreath which was laid up for 
him, and not only for him, but for all those also 
that love Christ’s appearing. Poverty-stricken 
disciple, in the midst of great tribulations! thou 
art a prince of the blood; yea, crown-prince. 
Be thou faithful unto death; then Christ’s appear- 
ing will be thy coronation day. And when, 
erelong, you pass on to the world of spirits, let 
flowers be strown, let men clap their hands, let 
lingering heirs-apparent here look up with half- 
envious joy, as angels escort you to hear the 
welcome, ‘‘ Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant! enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!” 

That salutation. we have no doubt, awaited the 
venerable Polycarp, who was angel of the church 
in Smyrna. He has been apprehended. The 
Irenarch, Herod, and his father, Nicetes, meet 
him. They take him into their chariot, and begin 
to advise him, asking, “‘ What harm is it to say 
Lord Czsar? and to sacrifice, and be safe?*”” He 
is silent, but being pressed, replies, ‘‘I will] not 
follow your #dvice!*? Unable to persuade him, 
they treat him aburively, and thrust him out of 
the chariot, so that in falling he bruises his thigh. 
Still unmoved, as if nothing had occurred, he 
goes on cheerfully, under the conduct of his 
guards, to the Stadium. 

The proconso] urges him, “ Swear, and I will 
release thee!’’ “‘ Reproach Christ.” Polycarp 
rejoins, —“* Eighty-and-six years have I served 

im, and he hath never wronged me; and how 


tune of Cesar.” Polycarp replies.—“ If you still 
vainly contend to make me swear by the fortune 


my real character, hear me frankly declaring 
whatIam. I am a Christian.” ‘I have wild 
beasts,”’ says the procuucul; ** I wiil expose you 


to them unless you repent.” ‘‘ Call them,’ re- 


peror and seek redress; not to flee from the city, 


ness, ready to sink in depp waters of trial,“‘now . , 


‘can I blaspheme my King who hath saved me?” 
“The proconsu! still urges, —‘‘ Swear by the for- 


of Cesar, as you speak, affecting an ignorance of 
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Thes. iv. 12, 13. 


Lord” is implored to give its abounding in- 
crease; namely, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
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plies the martyr. “I will tame your spirit by 
fire,’ says the other; “ since you despise the wild 
beasts; unless you repent.” ‘ You threaten,” 
answers Polycarp, “‘ with fire that burns for a 
moment, and then is extinct; but you are igno- 
rant of the future judgment, and the fire of eter- 
nal punishment reserved for the ungodly. But 
why do you delay? Do what you please.” Say- 
ing this, and more, he is filled with confidence 
and joy, and grace shines in his countenance. 
He is faithful unto death. Just before his soul 
goes up in the flames of pee a he pours 
forth this prayer: — 

“O Father of thy beloved afd blessed Son, 
Jegus Christ, through whom we have obtained 
the knowledge of thee! O God of angels and. 
principalities, and of all creation, and of all the 
just who live in thy sight! I bless thee thou hast 


counted me worthy of this day and this hour, to’ 


receive my portion in the number of martyrs, in 
the cup of Christ, for the resurrection to eternal 
life both of soul and body,in the incorruption of 
the Holy Ghost; among whom may I be received 
before thee this day, as a sacrifice well-eayored 
and acceptable, which thou, the faithful and true 


God, hast prepared, promised beforehand, and | 


fulfilled accordingly. Wherefore I praise thee 
for all those things. I bless thee, I glorify thee, 


_ by the eternal High Priest Jesus Christ, thy 


well-beloved Son; through whom, with him, in 
the Holy Spirit, be glory to thee, both now and 
forever. Amen.’— Rev. A. C. Thompson. 


WHY WE LOVE GOD. | 


“ We love him because he firet loved us.” — 1 John iv. 19. 


Said a young friend of ours in a social meeting, 
— “I have loved God since | was twelve years of 
age. I turned to him at first from fear of hell. 
I shuddered at the thought of the ‘wrath to 
come.’ But soon my eye of faith was directed to 
God, because I saw he loved me. I see now his 
love in a thousand biessings, but especially in the 
gift of his Son; and I love him, and it seems to 
me I could lay down my life for him, because his 
love to me is so great.”’. 


ABOUNDING LOVE, AND ITS END. 


“The Lord make you to increase and abound in love 
one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do 
toward you to the end he may establish your hearts un- 
blamably in holiness befure God, even our Father, at the : 
coming of our Lord Jesus saa with es his enints,"— 


Notice here, first, the source of this love. ‘* The 


thus generally designated in the epistles. He 


must come into our hearte bringing the Com-| 
forter. In him we notice, secondly, the extent of 


this love. Since he is Love, where he is love 
Springs up as an everflowing fountain. It flows 


from the heart of believers toward one another ; 


but not stopping there, it flows ‘‘ toward all men,” 
for Christ so loved the world that he died to save 
it. Thirdly, the end to be secured by the abun- 
dant increase of love by Christ, is Aoliness ; — 
“ established ” holiness, which shall yield to no 
assaults nor decline under the friction of a pro- 
tracted earthly pilgrimage ; — ‘‘ unblamable ” 
holiness, not in the sight of the world and good 
men only, but “ before God,” who cannot look 
upon any impurity with allowance. It is to bea 
purity to such an extent, and so established, that 
it shall abide the *‘coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his sainte,’’ and fit us to be forever 
with him. Oh that believers of every name 
might unite in one agonizing, a)l-prevailing 
prayer for this love, and at once possess the 
offered prize! Amen. 


+ 
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** MILLENNIAL EXPERIENCE; OR, THE WILL OF 
GOD KNOWN AND DONE.”’ 


We have received the following letter from an 
esteemed correspondent concerning this excel- 
lent work : — . 


“ Bro. DeGen: I have just finished reading 
‘Millennial Experience: or, God’s Will Known 
and Done.’ I have been much refreshed and 
profited in its perusal, and think no lover of holi- 
ness can fail to be interested in it. 

‘‘As an expression of the sentiment of the 
work, the title could as well have been ‘ Holi- 
ness,’ or * Entire Sanctification,’ or ‘ Perfect 


Assurance;’ but perhaps the present one would » 


elicit more inquiry, and secure a more favorable 
reception for the work in the writer’s own 
church. | 

“The soundness of the proposition, ‘the will 
of God known from moment to moment,’ I think 
admits of some query. No doubt we may so live 
by faith in Christ as to have the assurance that 
we are wholly his, and be accepted of him mo- 
ment by moment, — but as our physical and in- 
tellectual natures are in part the mediums through 
which the Spirit operates, and they still feel the 
effects of the fall, can it be safely said that every — 
act may, be infallibly right from moment to- 
moment; or known as the actual will of God. 
with certainty iu every case? © 

“ Would not aleo the proposition, ‘ the prayer 
of faith always heard,’ (Part III. chap. 8,) be 
liable to the same criticism? 

‘* If you have any thoughts on this subject, and 
think it worth while, will you p!case state them 
in your next issue.”’ 
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We do not understand the author to teach that 


| every act can be infallibly right, as it refers to 


our intellectual perceptions. God’s will towards 
us is exercised in view of his knowledge of our 
physical and intellectual infirmities. In other 
words, God has no will concerning our practical 
duty to him which it is not possible for us to 
Thus 
restricted, we think the statement is true. But 
such a definition includes the proposition, and 
all reasoning upon it must bein acircle. Whether 
that which is right in itself, but not possible to 
weak man, can be said to be the will of God con 
cerning him, in any true sense, we need not now 
consider. 

With regard to the second query, whether “ the 
prayer of faith is always heard,’’ the author’s 
reasoning is, in brief, this: — No true faith is ex- 
ercised which is not included in the spirit of some 
promise of the Word, and in accordance with the 

nd of the Spirit, who takes the things of God 


and shows them unto us; who also “ helpeth our. 


infirmities,” teaching us to pray as we ought. 

We do not give the author’s words, but owr un- 
derstanding of his meaning. Here again the 
definition includes the proposition, or, at least, 
will command assent to its truth. 
doubt that what is promised by the Father, and 
desired by the Holy Ghost in inspiring and aid- 
ing our faith, will be answered? 

“Our correspondent has suggested matter for 
profitable thought. She further adds: — 

“In Part III. which is decidedly the most in- 
teresting and practical, the blessing is made de- 
pendent upon entire consecration, and faith in 
its present acceptance; while tlie finale is ex- 
pressed thus (page 177): ‘ You should be con- 
tented to commit your whole case to God, and 
wait with patience the issue. “Be assured you 
shall sooner or later réceive the witness of the 
Spirit that you please God, and the manifesta- 
tions of his will guiding you into all truth.’ 

‘* But I took up my pen proposing to make some 
quotations which particulafly interested me from 
Part III. chap. 6, on ‘Suffering with Christ.* But 
I find so much that is good that I hardly know 
how to specify anything, and must be content 
with referring the reader to the book itself. I 
think it calculated todo much good, and hope it 
may have a wide circulation and extensive read- 


ing. | H. M. N. 
. “ So, Harwich, 1861.” 


DR. OLIN ON A CALL TO THE CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRY. 


We fully indorse the recommendation con- 
tained in the following note, of the late Dr. 
Ovtn’s discourse on a Call to the ministry. 
Anything from the pen of that great and good 
man will be found worthy of careful consid- 
eration. 


* The reader will find this quotation on page 123 of this 
number of the GUIDE. 


How can we 


‘* NASHVILLE, TENN., Feb. 4, 1861. 
‘‘ Rev. Messrs. DEGEN AND GORHAM. 

*DeaR Bros. I notice your remarks, in the 
February Guide, to an inquirer respecting a call 
to the ministry. The best brief and comprehen- 
sive exposition of that subject I know of is the 
essay of Dr. OLIN. I take the liberty of sending 
you a copy by mail, as published in pamphlet by 
our house. I think a wide distribution of it any- 
where would do good. 

‘There are thousands of young men amongst 
us to-day, laboring under this momentous respon- 
sibility, who, for lack of information or other- 
wise, do not, or, will not, recognize the divine 
mandate. 

‘* Yours in Chriat, most ony and sincerely, 

R. ABBEY.” 


| PLEASE TO EXCUSE US. 


We have prea fequests to return MSS. of 
articles written for thie) Guide, if we do/not pub- 
lishthem. A little reflectionit will convince cor- 
respondents that this would impose an unreason- 
able burden upon us. Would it not be better for 
such as wish to preserve their manuscripts to 
copy before sending them? 


BROWN’S BRONGHIAL TROCHES. 


Weare not in the practies of experimenting 
upon ourselves with the popular remedies of the 
day; but we have been induced to try the troches, 
and have found them a safe and convenient 
remedy for hoarseness, and a pleasant relief to 
the vocal organs after public speaking. They are 
prepared by our neighbors, Joun Il. Brown & 
Son, 425 Washington Street, and sold by the 
druggists generally. 


CHILDREN’S CORNER. 


THE BOY WHO RECAME THE BELOVED. 
PHYSICIAN. 


Years ago there was a little boy in New York, 
who liked to go to church with his parents, and 
was happy in all religious services; he went to 
the Sabbath school with delight. He used to 
wish that he might know if he was a Christian, 
born of the Holy Spirit. ‘‘ His young heart” 
often inquired if it was the privilege of children 
as young as he was, to know if they could be 
adopted into the family of God. Though so 
young, he had begun to teach in the Sabbath 
echool, for he felt an ardent desire to be useful. 
The week before he was to be thirteen years old, 
he had been thinking, “ What a blessed birthday 
would it be for me, if I might know on Sabbath 
that this long unsettled question in regard to my 
adoption could be decided by my being con- 
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sciously born into the kingdom of grace!’» The 
faith of this dear child, and all the secret ques- 
tionings of his heart it pleased God to answer 
that very Sabbath evening. After an invitation, 
he went tothe altar and knelt down, and began 
to cry, ‘‘My Saviour, save me, me!” As he 
pleaded for this blessing, the loving superinten- 
dent drew near to him, and in sweet accents said, 
“* My little son, and is not Jesus your Saviour? 
You are saying, ‘My Saviour, my Saviour!’ and 
is he your Saviour? ” 

**Yes, he ismy Saviour, my Saviour!” exclaimed 
the young believer, and in a moment his soul was 
filled with the long-desired assurance that he was 
a child of God. My little readers, who like to 
know if those who are now men and women once 
felt as they now think and feel, may be assured 


_ they did, and we were once little children too. 


You may desire to know who this once little boy 
was, who daily feels a great interest in the salva- 
tion of children, as well as grown people. I will 


who has been with his wife in England, doing so 
much good in the churches there the past eighteen 
montgs. Y. 


THE CHILD’S WISH. 


I wish I could see Jesus, 
And look into his face ; 
Behold myself his beauty, 
His loveliness and grace; 
Oh, if I could but hear him, 
Just as he spoke to men, 
I'm sure I should believe him, 
Ah yes, and love him then. 


But now he is so distant, 
So very faraway, | 

How can he ever hear me, 
When I attempt to pray? 

Or if he heeds my asking, 
How can he answers send? 
And how can one that’s absent, 

My guardian be, and friend? 


O thou ascended Saviour, 
Reveal thyself to me! 
Ilong, I long to know thee, 
I yearn thy face to see; 
Tc clasp my arms about thee, 
And on thy bosom lean! 
Oh, if 1 could be near thee, 
I know Id never sin. 


Dear child! Thy loving Saviour, 
Though now by thee unseen, 
Lives, and is ever near thee, 
To save thy soul from sin. 
Receive the gospel message, 
Believe his written word, 
And soon thine eyes shall open 
To see thy blessed Lord. 
—Child at Home. 


/\\ tell you:) that once little boy is now Dr. Palmer, | 
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THE NEw TESTAMENT STANDARD OF PreTy. 


By W. McDonaLp. Boston: H. V. Degen & 
Son. 1861. 


The publishers have put into our hands this 
attractive-looking volume for a candid opinion. 


that we might, by careful and deliberate reading, 
digest the thoughts presented. It goes over the 
whole ground, in a general view at least, of the 
New Testament 8tandard of piety. It defines, 
defends against objections, establishes by argu- 
ments drawn from the Bible and the writings of 
great and good men of various evangelical de- 
nominations, and illustrates by experience, the 
doctrine, of a full salvation as this New Testa- 
ment standard. The view taken is from a Wes- 


are larzely from Wesleyan standard writers. It 
deals with objections, particularly those which 
have had a renewed prominence of late in some 
portions of the church, in a manner especially 
able and conclusive. The spirit of the author is 
such as becomes the subject, earnest, but indued 
with love. Wecommend the work as of God for 
the further spread of scriptural holiness through- 
out the land. M. 


THE Lire oF Trust: Being a Narrative of the 
Lord’s Dealings with GrorGE MULLER, writ- 
ten by himself. Edited and Condensed by Rev. 
H. LINCOLN WAYLAND, Pastor of the Third 
Baptist Church, Worcester, Mass. With an 
Introduction by FRANCIS WAYLAND. Bos- 
ton: Gould & Lincoln. 1861. 


The object at which Mr. Miiller aims in send- 
ing this narrative abroad to the people of God; 
and indeed the object of his whole life, is to 
afford to them, by the records of his own experi- 
ence, an illustration of the duty and privileges 
of a life of faith. His narrative does indeed do 
this in a wonderful degree. It teaches not merely 
that we are justified by faith, a truth confirmed 
by the experience of every truly converted per- 
son, but that we may trust in God for every good, 
both temporal and spiritual, and that day by day 
and moment by moment. We never read of any 
one who Carries this to so great an extent as does 
the author of this narrative. His faith, in several 
instances, seems to have been a miraculous gift; 
in its general character, however, it is doubtless 


sess. Not indeed that all, nor perhaps that any 
other person may expect God to deal with him 
in the same manner, through his faith, but all may 
have the same fulness of confidence, and enjoy 
the same fulness of blessing as its gracious result. 
No earnest believer will regret the purchase and 
perusal of this volume. 


We have kept it on our table for several weeks, © 


leyan standpoint, and its confirmatory quotations 


just that faith which every child of God may pos- , 
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NO SICKNESS THERE. 


Music for the  GuipE,” by Gro. M. Monnos. 


O 


the 


wea- wast ri frame a - way 
= 


fear - fal shrinking From the midnight 


air, 


4 


2. No hidden grief, 
No wild and cheerless visions of despair, 
No vain petition for a swift relief, 
No tearful eye, no broken hearts are there. 


8. Care has no home 


Within that realm of ceaseless praise and song : 


Its tossing billows break and melt in foam, 
Far from the mansions of the spirit throng. 


4, The storm’s black wing 
Is never spread athwart celestial skies ; 
Its workings blend not with the voice of spring, 
As some. poor tender floweret fades and dies. 
5. No parting friends 
O’er mournful recollections have to weep, 
No bed of death enduring love attends, 
To watch the coming of a pulseless sleep. 


_6., Let us depart, 


If home like this await the weary soul, : 


Look up, thou stricken one ! thy wounded heart — 
Shall bleed no more at sorrow’s control. 


7, With faith our guide, 
White-robed and innocent, to tread the way, 
Why fear to plunge in Jordan's rolling tide, 
And find the haven of eternal. day.. 


No dread of summer’s bright and fer - 
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BLESSEDNESS OF THE 
DEFILED.. 


SERMON BY THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 


** Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk 
in the law of the Lord.’’—Psalm cix. 1. 


Tus psalm is believed to have been 
composed by Ezra, who is supposed to 
have collected and arranged all the sacred 
writings down to his time, and to have 
written this as a eulogy upon them all. It 
is an acrostic on the Hebrew alphabet, 
and therefore consists of twenty-two sec- 
_ tions. There are eight verses in a section, 
and some term representing. the sacred 
writings is found in each verse , save five. 
Ihave selected the first of the remarkable 
and weighty sayings which compose the 
psalm with the view to call your attention 
somewhat in detail to the terms which 
compose it. Let us inquire, then,— 

I. What is it to be undefiled in the way ? 

1. Undefiled! It is a striking thing 
that the Bible should suppose any man 
undefiled in such a world as this. All 
flesh has corrupted its way upon the earth. 
Sin pervades and pollutes all society. It 
is in low places and in high places, among 
business men and men of pleasure. Men 
on every side are giving the strength of 
their manhood to sin; they are ingenious 


_in sin, they are industrious in sin, they 


grow strong and bold and presumptuous, 
and so sin on against light, against mer- 
cies, amidst warnings and judgments, and 
in the face of death and hell. Youth, who 
have just begun to live, have learned to 
sin, and aged men, who are soon tor die, 
are sinningon. Everywhere the great hu- 
man tide, surging and boiling with the in- 
/fernal commotion, rusheg on, as if i impa- 
tient to reach the gulf. woe \ 

Amidst all this, are there any undefiled ? 
This, all who are of the world, deny, and 
seek justification for their own unholiness 
in the fancied universality of the evil. 
Some, honest inquirers, it may be too, are 
in doubt upon the question; not having 
yet sufficiently looked into the perfect law 

9 


of liberty, and learned to continue there- 
in. Others have not yet learned to dis- 
tinguish between temptation and sin, nor 
between infirmity and sin, and they there- 
fore doubt whether any in this world are 
undefiled. But whatever carpers or doubt- 
ers or novices may say, God’s holy law 
commands purity, his gospel promises it, 
and the sacred history records it, as the 
actual heritage of many believers in oy 
age. 

This being undefiled presupposes a 
process of actual and thorough purifica- 
tion in every man’s case. The taint, the 
virus of sin, is in every child of Adam. 
It is tn us to be sinners. The universal 
sinfulness does not come of bad teavhing, 
nor of vile example. The teachings ’ of 
every generation are better than its prac- 
tices, and the worst acts of men are done 
in secret, so that no generation of men 
either see or hear the sum of their fathers’ 
depravity. There is a wide difference 
between the apparent and the real moral 
condition of every community. There isa. 
wide difference between the teachings of 
men and their practices. ‘This difference 
is always on one side. Men are never 
better than their laws, never better than 
their teachings, never better than they 
seem to be, but commonly much worse in 
each case. Hence, if pernicious teaching 
or example be assumed to be the cause of 
the universal depravity, each generation 
must improve upon the character of its 
progenitor, bringing its real morals up to 
the apparent morals of the latter. This 


process would soon wash out the sinful 


character of the race, and populate the 
earth with ‘angelic characters. It is, 
tirely obvious that human progress reveals 
no such upward tendency, and it is there-- 
fore clear that the theory is utterly with- 
out foundation. The evil fruit is of an 
evil tree. The bitter water flows from a 
bitter fountain. “A child left to himself,” 
— without either evil teaching or example, 
—‘ bringeth his mother to shame.” Every 
man who is now undefiled is a man upon 
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whom grace has wrought in redeeming 
power, to renew and to cleanse his soul; 
and every saint in light is one who. has 
washed his robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 

‘To be undefiled, then, is to be saved,— 
completely saved ; saved continually from 
all evil imaginations, desires, and inten- 
tions, and so kept from all wrong actions 
by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. 

2. But the text speaks of being un- 
defiled in the way. Whatway? The way 
on which he travels, whatever that way 
may be; all the ways of human progress, 
business, and intercourse. He is an honest. 
laborer. He is an honorable employer. 
He is a faithful friend. He practises no 
tricks of trade. He takes no advantage 
of another man’s ignorance or misfortunes 
to overreach or oppress him. His conver- 
sation is pure ; his domestic and social in- 
tercourse is holy; his personal and 
epistolary correspondence is wholly free 
from guile; free from all taint of sin; 
-whenever such a man is literally “in 
the way,”— travelling abroad, his de- 
meanor, his conversation, his very looks 
and tones will not unfrequently reveal the 
Christian. Tarrying in places remote from 
home, and from the restraints imposed by 
universal acquaintance, the instincts of his 
purified nature reveal themselves in a 
thousand expedients for finding associates 
of like precious faith, and for scattering 
abroad the seeds of truth and holiness. 

8. But the term, “the way,” may pos- 
sibly have a restricted meaning. Isaiah 
says, ‘‘ Anda highway shall be there, and 
a way, and it shall be called The way of 
holiness, the unclean shall not pass over it ; 
but it shall be for those: the waytartig 
men, though fools, shall not err therein. 

Nalion shall be; there, nor any ravenous 
beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be, 
found there ; but the redeemed shall walk | 
there.” hoe, “Prepare ye the way of 

the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” Jeremiah says, 

“ Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask 


for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls.” In this blessed way of 


holiness every man is walking, who, 


through the grace of God, is undefiled. 


law of the Lord.” 

Walks. Ue traverses the whole law of 
the Lord in thought, and models his life 
upon it. His is no merely theoretical, 
emotional, indolent or antinomian piety, 
but one of practical activity and energy. 

But the term “ walk” sets forth a pro- 
gressive piety, as it naturally suggests ad- 


vancement, growth, development, acquisi- 


ition, achievement, conquest. He who 
walks necessarily leaves the things ‘that 


are behind, and reaches forth to that 


which is before. 


Again, the phrase “ walk in the ne of 


the Lord,” suggests an evangelical piety ; ; 
a piety which, while it looks to gracious 
provision raat present salvation and for 
power, still regards the law of God as the 
proper test of obedience for every one 
thus saved and empowered. This is ac- 
cording to the language of Paul: “ For 
what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God did, by send- 
ing his own Son, in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin condemned sin in the 


flesh: that the righteousness of the law 


might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

The man who thus walks in the law of 
the Lord does not walk in the light of 
some fancied new revelation, nor in the 
light of his own whims and caprices, but 
by the steady light of the unalterable and 
inspired standard of rectitude, the immu- 
table Word of God. THe loves the Bible, 


he studies the Bible; ‘he loves and studies | 
it ag law, as his law. He has the habit of © 


studying the expressed will of God, and 
of making it the rule of action for his 
whole life. 

A life of conformity to the comprehen 
sive injunctions and restrictions of the 


Bible is a practical impossibility to any 


4. The undefiled man “walks in the. 
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man, without the powerful inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost ; and if it could be con- 
ceived a possibility, it would yet be a most 
tedious and irksome mode of life. Only 
the man whose soul is undefiled by sin 
walks naturally and easily along in the 
law of the Lord. His delight is in the 
law, and in it he meditates day and night ; 
his thoughts at leisure run to holy themes, 
and his heart often burns with thoughts 
of God, and holiness, and heaven, while 
other men are poisoning themselves to 
death with evil thoughts and vain imagi- 
nations, and then lifting up their heads and 


wondering . the difficulties of a holy life. 


Let all such men know. that the s: ream | 
will not rise higher than the fountain ; 
that the life will infallibly follow the 
character of the heart, and that therefore 
the only foundation for a holy oad is laid 

in purity of heart. 

Il. The benediction of the text. Blessed 
are, etc. 

1. There is a joy of innocence. The 
consciousness of being free from duplicity 


-and guile in my intentions is exceeding 


sweet.. There is a great joy in feeling that 
Ihave nothing to conceal; that if all men 
could read what is written in my heart, 
then all good men should approve the 
writing. 

Blessed is the man he can say, | 
have coveted no man’s silver or gold or 


apparel.” It was a happy day in the life 


of Samuel when. he said to all Israel, 
“ Behold, Iam old and gray-headed, and 
I have walked before you from my child- 
hood unto this day. And now, here I am: 
witness against me before the Lord, and 
before his anointed: whose ox have I 
taken ? or whose ass have I taken ? 
or whom have I defrauded ? whom have 
I oppressed ? or of whose hand have 
I received any bribe to blind mine eyes 
therewith ? and I will restore it you. 
And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, 
nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken 


aught of any man’s hand. And he said 


unto them, The Lord is witness, and his 


anointed is witness, this day, that ye have 
not found aught in my hand. And they 
answered, He is witness.” What a pic- 
ture of innocency is here, in a man who 
has held the highest public trust for nearly 
seventy years. “ Did ever another minis- 
ter of state, in any part of the world, re- 
sign his oflice with so much self-conscious- 
ness of integrity, backed with the universal 
approbation of the public ? Noman was 
oppressed under his government, no man 
was defrauded! He had accumulated no 
riches for himself, he had procured none 
for his friends, nor had one needy de- 
pendent been provided for out of the 
public purse” 

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 
who walk in the law of the Lord, for 
theirs is the joy of innocence. , 
| 2. There is a joy of purity. “ Blessed 
are the pure in heart.” The soul is never 
fully at rest ; never really content with it- 
self till it is consciously pure. Physical 
defilement upon the person is exceedingly 
annoying, in the absence of any notions 
of actual harm to come of it, merely be- 
cause we have an instinct for purity. It 
is so with every soul made alive unto God 
by regenerating grace. It instinctively 
loves purity, and it instinctively feels a 


sense of degradation from the presence of _ 


defilement. Who would meet the king 
with a spot upon his forehead ?—and who 
that desires to walk with God, can endure 
a spot upon Lis soul? ‘Truly, a sense of 
purity is blessed. | 

Bat impurity of soul consists in the 
presence there of sinful tempers, desires, 
passions, and inclinations. All these are, 
from their nature, painful to the soul. 
Hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revilings, — these, and their 
kindred, dwelling in the heart, are what 


constitute its pollution, and are they not 


all destructive of the peace of the heart 
in which they dwell? I beseech you, my 
hearers, each one of you to repeat this 
list of sinful tempers in your own ear, and 
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tell me which one of them all is not, in itself, 
a positive misery ? Blessed are the un- 
defiled; blessed is the man whose heart is 
free from these distracting abominations. 
Again: Purity of heart consists in the 
presence, and entire control of the Spirit 
of God over it; filling, ruling, cleansing, 
enlightening, and inspiring it. A heart in 
which the Spirit of God thus dwells is the 
habitation of every grace of the Spirit fo 
the exclusion of all opposite tempers, so 
that, emphatically, grace reigns in the 


heart through righteousness unto eternal 


life, throuzh Jesus Christ our Lord. These 
graces are all beatitudes.' .Mark them: 
love; j joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 

ness, ‘faith, meekneds; terhperance;, 
patience, godliness, brotherly-kindness, 
charity. What heart can be unhappy, 
filled and inspired with these! Blessed 
are the undefiled! The heart of every 
such man has the very nature of heaven 
in itself. 

8. There is a-joy of safety,—of de- 
liverance from all fear. A pure heart, a 
heart made perfect in love, is at rest from 
fear; from all those anxieties and solici- 
tudes which oppressed it in the days of its 
feebler faith. Walking consciously in the 
law of the Lord from day to day, and in 
habits of high communion with God him- 
self, the soul does realize that perfect love 
casteth out fear. It is a great blessing 
to be conscious of complete security in 
Christ ; to know that no event which God 
will allow to overtake me can _ possibly 
work injury to me in the end, and to feel, 
through grace, such deadness to the world, 
and such readiness to die, as to be able to 
contemplate, without dismay and without | — 


terror, all possibilities of future poverty, 


or reproach, or pain, or death. The ro 


who a professed perfect Jove; wh 
 gaid, « 


walk as ye have us for an en- 
sample,” “ Remember how holily, 
and j ntty, and unblamably we walked 
among you that believed,” “ Fol- 
low me as I follow Christ,” . . “ Let 
us, as many as be perfect, desire such 


things,” was the man who said, “ For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
He was the man who said, “ Rejoice in 
the Lord always, and again I say, Rejoice.” 
There you have it; complete deliverance 
from the power of the carnal mind, en- 
joyed and professed ; victory over the fear 
of death, and perpetual joy in the Holy 
Ghost. Surely the undefiled have a joy 
of safety. 

4. There is a joy of victory. Men often 
contend with each other; and he who 
conquers triumphs over his late antagonist, 
sometimes with extravagant demonstra- 
tions of joy ; nevertheless, jdy is natural 


cause, to the strength of our opponent, 
and to the interests that were staked upon 
the contest. What, then, is the joy of lim 
who lately saw heaven suspended on the 
question of his own personal holiness ? — 
who went into the contest for it against 
the deceitfulness of his own heart, against 
the terrible current of the world, against 
the indifference of the church, and against 
the machinations of the arch-demon who 
has gone out to deceive the nations these 
six thousand years ? —I say, what is his 
joy whahas gone into the contest against 
all this fearful array of opposition, with 
eternal life at stake, with much fear and 
trembling at the first, but who “out of 
weakness has been made strong, has 
| waxed valliant in fight,” and at length 
has “turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens,” and grasping the prize of perfect 
love with the holy violence of faith and 
prayer, sings now, “ Glory to the Lamb !” 

“The world is overcome by the blood of 
the Lamb.” The undefiled have the joy 
of victory. 
48. Phere is a’ ‘Joy of hope. ei’ as 
a soul is justified it begins to have very 
gladdening anticipations of eternal life in 
heaven ; but it is not often, until the soul 
is fully purified by grace and the faculties 
are in the complete occupancy of the Holy 
Spirit, that the overwhelming realizations 
| 


on such occasions, and at is appropriately 
great, in proportion to the justness of our» 
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of an everlasting state of glory are given | 


to the believer. Then, hope puts off all 
that was dubious in its character before, 
and comes up at once and unquivocally to 
the New Testament idea. It is “ Christ in 
you the hope of glory.” It is “the earnest 
of the inheritance,”—the part which 
Heaven has paid down into the soul to 
bind the bargain and secure the payment 
of the rest,— the first instalment of eter- 
nal life. It is God’s seal upon the soul 
unto the day of eternal redemption; the 
King’s image, in miniature, stamped wpon 
the soul with every feature brought out, a 
standing pledge under the seal of Heaven 


that eternal life fis yours; it is “the 


anchor of the soul,sure and steadfast, and 
which entereth into that within the vail.” 
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, for 
they have, as no other men wave, the joy 
of Hope. 

CONCLUSION. 

1. It is possible for man to be unde- 
filed, that is, through grace, to be pure. 
It is trifling, it is even presumptuously 
sinful to adopt any theory which makes it 
necessary to suppose that God is only 


tantalizing the church in the ten thousand 


instances and ways in which he sets holi- 
ness of heart before her, and enjoins her 
to pursue and obtain it. When God says, 
‘‘ Blessed are the undefiled in the way,” 
you have only to believe that God is true, 
that he is honest, in order to believe that 
he has graciously made it possible for his 
people to attain the grace of purity. And, 
my brother, do you need anything more 
than the assurance that purity is possible 
in order to your seeking it? If so, you 
have some reason to fear that you have 
even your justifying grace. 

. The two, parts of, the ,texty belong, 
together. 
way are they who walk in the law of the 
Lord. The law makes no man undefiled. 
Grace and truth come by Jesus Christ, 
and by him alone. But though the gospel 
does not come to save us from the law, it 
comes so to save us as to bring us up to 


the law’s approval. God’s law is the test 
of your character, through all your life,and 
at the judgment. The object of grace is 
not to.buy you off from your obligations, 
but to purify you and enlighten you and 
empower you to meet them. If God has 
purified your heart you must zealously 
and carefully walk in his law, or you will 
lose your purity and forfeit his favor. 
Let no one say, I am undefiled through 
grace, who does not walk in the law of the 
Lord. On the other hand, let every one 
who presents himself a living sacrifice to 
God, lay hold at once on the cleansing 
grace that is this moment offered in Christ 
Jesus, and prove and testify that the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
from all sin. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S TRUST. 


LET us never forget that we are in the 
hands of God. Duties belong to us, 
events to him. No doctrine is more 
generally taught, none more imperfectly” 
believed. While poetry and philosophy, 
reason and religion, unite to bid us, after 
a faithful fulfilment of obligation, repose 
in the arms of the “ Divinity that shapes our. 
ends, rough hew them as we will,” we are” 
prone to fret and sigh about what is; to 
tremble and stand aghast at what is to 
come. The folly of this course is as 
wonderful as its impiety. We heard of a 
man who thought he was made of glass, 
and was afraid to have any one approach 
him lest he should be broken. We once 
saw a man who supposed the affairs of 
the universe were in bis care, poor fellow! 
He had sent too much_rain here, and too 

much’ wind there ; he slumbered too long 
| for Jupiter, who had left his orbit during 


They that are andegjled i in thé his nap, and woke up with a too sudden 


jerk for the rings of Saturn, that were 
snapped by his rude violence. He was in 


a lunatic asylum, @ut there are many like 
him who are not. ) 

Jeremy Bentham, with his usual rich- 
ness of style, thus discourses of such: “I 
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have seen young and unskilful persons | 
sitting in a small boat when every little 
wave sported about the side of the vessel, 
and every motion of the barge seemed a 
danger, and made them cling fast to their 
‘fellows; and yet all the while they were 
as safe as if they sat under a tree while a 
gentle wind shook the leaves intoa re- 
freshing and cooling shade; and the in- 


experienced Christian shrieks out when-| 


ever his vessel shakes, thinking it always 
a danger that the watery pavement is 
not staple and resident like a rock; and 
yet all his danger is in himself, none at 
all from without, for ‘he is, indeed, mbving 


Faith is! his foundation, andithopt his 
anchor, and death bis” harbor, and Christ 
his pilot, and heaven his country; and all 
the evils of poverty, and affronts of tribu- 

* nals and evil judges, of fears and sadder 
apprehensions, are but like the loud winds 
blowing from the right point; they make 
a noise, and drive faster to the harbor ; 
and if we do not leave the ship and jump 
into the sea,—quit the interests of re- 
ligion and run to the securities of the 
world, — cut our cables and dissolve our 
hopes, grow impatient and hug a wave, 
and dip in its embraces, we are safe at 

- sea; safer ina storm which God sends us 
than in a calm when we are befriended 
by the world.” 

These remarks are applicable not merely 
to such as are apprehensive for their per- 
sonal safety and salvation, but to those 
also who are distressed on account of the 
church. “Zion’s ship is going to de- 
struction.” Why? “Because of the 
storm blowing upon her.” Christ is in 
the vessel; pull the rope assigned you ; 
lie down to sleep when your turn comes; 


i} you will find a calm 1 in flue time. — 


Presbyterian. 


Homi.iry. — “It is@lways safe to learn 
even of our enemies, —seldom safe to 
venture to instruct even our friends.” — 
Lacon. 


upon the waters, but fastened to a rock.| ,| ¢ 


THE INVITATION SOCIETY. 
SoME years ago, a gentleman residing 
in one of our cities was deeply impressed 
and grieved by seeing multitudes who 
neglected public worship; and he de- 
termined to make the effort to induce 
some of the Sabbath-breakers to frequent 
the house of God. | 

It required some little effort at first, but 
he overcame his timidity. One Lord’s- 
day evening he went forth with this holy 
purpose, and meeting a young man who 
did not appear to be on his way to a place 
of worship, he respectfully addressed him, 


cot into conversation with him, and fper- 


uaded the* stranger to accompany him to 
worship, and, as an inducement, offered 
him a seat in his own pew. 

Succeeding in this case, he was em- 
boldened and encouraged to proceed in 
this line of Christian activity and useful- 
ness. And now, mark with what a blessed 
result !— he was the means of leading one 
hundred young men to become stated at- 
tendants at the sanctuary, many of whom 
have been traly converted to God. 

A minister of the gospel mentioned this 
at one of bis prayer meetings, when the 
idea was caught up by some person pres- 
ent, who at once said, “Ho. admirable 
a plan this is for doing good.” A little as- 
sociation was immediately formed, called 
“The Invitation Society.” In sixteen 
months, two hundred persons were per- 
suaded by eight or ten of its agents no 
longer to forsake the assembling of them- 
selves in the house of prayer. 

One of these agents, an earnest Chris- 
tian, in humble life, devoted himself to 
this work, and was the means of bringing 
forty to hear the word of life. — Rev. J. 
A. 


Some reputed saints 
that have been canonized ought to have 
been cannonaded ; and some reputed sin- 
ners that have been cannonaded ought to 


have been canonized.” — Lacon. 
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(Original.] 
THE HOUR BEFORE RISING. 


BY HARRIETTE. 


SLEEP holds not with tenacious grasp, 
As she was wont in days of yore, 

When thunder-peal or trumpet-blast 
W ould scarce be heeded at my door. 


How still this hour, inviting thought, ~~ 
And lo! thoughts cluster thick around, 

They come unbidden and unsought, 
Unheralded by any sound. 


Night's friendly curtain still is drawn, 
And sleep, that kissed my eyelids fast, 

Has plumed her downy wings, and gone 
And left me to my thoughts’ repast. 


Sweet messenger of pea and lov 
Frésh coriverkecw inl? my God to’ keep, 
Fresh intercourse with things above. 


The clock strikes five; in one hour more 
The day's rough cares, its toil begins; 
_ Away from earth, my epirit, soar 
And commune with celestial things. 


Think of the blessedness of heaven,— 
How sooh thy spirit will rest there, 
Till thy worst foe is all forgiven, 
And thou art strong to do and bear. 


Venture not forth upon the day 
Till thy whole soul is steeped in love, 
Else thou wilt miss the shining way 
That leads thee to thy home above. 


(Original.) 


SUBMISSION. 


BY W. L. 


How pleasant is all that I meet, 
From fear of adversity free; 

I find every sorrow made sweet, 
Because ’tis assigned me by thee. 


Thy will is the treasure I seek, 
For thou art as faithful as strong; 
There let me, obedient and meek, 
Repose myself all the day long. 


My spirit and faculties fail; 
Oh !—finish what love has begun; 
Destroy what is sinful and frail, 


And dwell in the soul sete hast won 
Oh, glory! in which I am lost, 


Too deep for the plummet of thought,— 


On an ocean of Deity tossed,— 
I am swallowed, I sink into naught. 


Yet lost and absorbed as I seem, 
I chant to the praise of my King, 


And though overwhelmed by the thought, 


Am happy whenever I sing. 


Sw eet hour—redeemed fram night and sleep ; 


HURRIED DEVOTIONS. 


PROBABLY many of us would be dis- 
composed by an arithmetical estimate of 
our communion with God. It might re- 
veal to us the secret of much of our 
apathy in prayer, because it might dis- 
close how little we desire to be alone with 
God. We might learn from such a com- 
putation that Augenstine’s idea of prayer, 
as “the measure of love,” is not very 
flattering to us. We do not grudge the 
time given to a privilege which we love. 

Why should we expect to enjoy a duty 
which we have no time to enjoy? Do 
we enjoy anything, we do in a hurry? 
Enjoyment presupposes something ‘of 
mental leisure. How often do we say 
of a pleasure, “I wanted more time to 
enjoy it to my heart’s content.” But of 
all employments, none can be more de- 
pendent on “time for it,” than stated 
prayer. 

Fugitive acts of devotion, to be of high 
value, must be sustained by other ap- 
proaches to God, deliberate, premeditated, 
regular, which shall be to those acts like 
the abutments of a suspension bridge to 
the arth that spans the stream. It will 
never do to be in desperate haste in lay- 
ing such foundations. This thoughtful 
duty, this spiritual privilege, this furetaste 
of uncorporeal life, this communion with 
an unseen friend,—can you expect to 
enjoy it as you would a repartee or dance ? 

In the Royal Gallery, at Dresden, may 
be often seen a group of connoisseurs, who 
sit for hours before a single painting. 
They walk around those halls and corri- 
dors, whose walls are so eloquent with the 
trumphs of Art, and they come back, and 
pause again before that one masterpiece. 


| They go away, and wore next day, 


and again the first and last object which 
charms their eye is that canvass on which 
genius has pictured more of beauty than 
on any other in the world. Weeks are 
spent every year in the study of that one 
work of Raphael. Lovers of art cannot 
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enjoy it to the full, till they have made it 
their own by prolonged communion with its 
matchless forms. Says one of its ad- 
mirers : “I could spend an hour every 
day, for years, upon that assemblage of 
human, and angelic, and divine ideas, and 
on the last day of the last year discover 
some new beauty and a new joy.” 

I have seen men standing in the street, 
before an engraving of that gem of the 
Dresden Gallery, a longer time than a 
good man will sometimes devote, to his 
evening prayer. Yet what thoughts, what 
ideals of grace, can genius express in a 
painting, demanding time for their appre- 
ciation and enjoyment, like those great 
thoughts f God, of heaven, of eternity, 
conceive vividly, 
in order to know the blessedness of prayer ?_ 
What conceptions can art imagine of the 
“Divine Child,” which can equal in 
spirituality: the thoughts which one needs 
to entertain of Christ in the “ prayer of 
faith?” We cannot hope, commonly, to 
spring into possession of such thoughts in 
the twinkling of aneye.—The Svill Hour. 


THE MAN WHO LIVED 
FULLY. 


USE- 


A TRAVELLER was passing through 
Bilston, in Staffordshire, a year or two 
since, and observed the shops closed as 
generally as on the Sabbath. 

Presently, a funeral came by, which 
was attended by the clergy, and other 
ministers of religion, the magistrates and 
many of the respectable inhabitants of the 
town. Who could the distinguished per- 
son be to whose memory such tokens of 
public respect were paid? It was John 
Etheredge, an me man of eighty- 
four years of age, who had recently died 
in the same house in which he had lived 
from his birth. He kept a little shop in 
which he sold — small articles of 
ironmongery, toys for ‘children, marbles, 
and other petty matters; and also Bibles, 
and religious tracts, and books. He ex- 


pended nine or ten shillings a week upon 
himself, and devoted all the rest of his 
profits to works of piety and humanity. 
Among other ways of doing good, he used 
to go out a little before church time, and 
if he saw a man loitering about the street, 
would get into conversation with him, and 
take him to church, and having found 
him a seat, would set out to seek for other 
loiterers. 

Thus lived John Etheredge, to whom 
these honors were shown. A monument 
to his memory is erected by public sub- 
scription, or is about to be,in the church- 
yard of the A. James. 


| 
A scRAn OF MY EXPERIENCE. 


BY W. C. W. 


Iy the month of February, 1860, I first 
set out on my journey to heaven. Being 
inexperienced and ignorant of the way 
that is marked out for the ransomed of 
the Lord to walk in, I wandered along, 
not knowing whither I was going, trying 
to find peace, but for me there was no 
rest. I wrestled with the Lord in secret, 
and asked him for the pure and undefiled 


few months had passed, I began to exam- 
ine myself, and to search the Scriptures 
more diligently, and I found I had not, as 
itis commanded, given all for Christ; had 
not laid all upon the altar. So I conse- 
crated myself anew to my Saviour in the 
following September, with Br. Henry at 
my side, at a prayer meeting. I sank 
away from self into the love of Jesus. It 
was then and there that God heard the 
prayers of saints. For I fell prostrate 
into the arms of my bikssed Jesus. Then 
I could realize the witness within my, 
breast 
understanding. Since that time it has 
been joy and peace to mysoul. And I 


feel to-day to rejoice in the beatific smiles 


of a once crucified but now risen and 


exalted Saviour. 


religion that fadeth not away. After a. 


at the love of God passeth all 
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truth; which hd hath of Tate! so lessetl to! 


EXPERIENCE. 


EXPERIENCE. 


BY M. E. P. 


“ to the eternal dweller in light,” 


~ who hath given us of his spirit, even the 


spirit of truth, that we might know the 
things that are freely given us of God. 
My soul is drinking from the fountain. 
Now no doubt remains as to the extent of 
the work that God, who hath commanded 
light to shine out of darkness, hath 
wrought in my heart. I pause and won- 
der !— wonder why such grace to me is 
given, and can only say, “Thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift.” Now 
I plainly see, by the light of God’s own 


‘soul, just what I nave needed. “He 
satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the 
hungry soul with goodness.” 

Sixteen years have passed since I gave 
my heart to God. Well do I remember 
that hour when, though but a child of nine 
summers, I bowed with loved parents at 
the family altar, a weeping penitent, 
pleading for the knowledge of sins for- 


given, and arose rejoicing in a Saviour’s| 


love. My conversion I could never doubt. 
It was as clear as the noonday sun. Glory 
to Jesus! children may know their sins 
forgiven, and retain that evidence too. 
Christ says, “ Suffer little children to come 
unto me,” and who dare forbid them? 
Two years last November, having for 
many years wept over the remains of the 
carnal mind; the proneness of the heart 
to wander from God; and felt in my in- 
most soul the depth of meaning of the 
words of inspiration, “ How can ye be- 
lieve. which receive honor one of another, 
and seek not the honor that cometh from 
God only?” by the assisting grade of 
Him:who hath said, “ without me ye can 

do nothing, Ite my little all, my 
reputation, time, talent, influence ; my 
heart, which I had so long vainly endeav- 


-ored to make better; and my unbelief, and 


laid them at the feet of Jesus; and then, 
with others, joined in singing— | 
‘ | 


** Lord, in the strength of grace, 
With a glad heart and free, 
Myself, my residue of days, 
I consecrate to thee. 


ransomed servant, I 
Restore to thee thine own, 
And, from this moment, live or die 
To serve my God alone.” 


For one week I watched the offering, - 
believing him “faithful that promised, 
who also will do it,” and that “he that 
shall come will come, and will not tarry.” 
The tempter reasoned, but I heeded him 
not ; too intently was my eye fixed upon 
God and the offering. But who ever: 
rested upon the word of God, and was 
disappointed : ? .The baptism of the Holy — 
Ghost came; the Spirit answered to the 
blood, and my soul entered into rest; and 
the rest was glorious. I clearly saw be- 
fore me the open fountain, and plunged 
beneath the purple flood, exclaiming — 


“The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day, 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away.”’ 


My peace flowed as a river, and I testi- 
fied to the church and a wondering world: 
“Great peace have they that love thy 
law, and nothing shall offend them.” 
Moral power was given, and oh, how 
‘sweet to labor in the vineyard of the 
Lord ! 

But God, “ who seeth not as man seeth,” 
saw my need of different discipline. Cares 
multiplied. Ill health deprived me of the 
means of grace in which my soul so much 
delighted. By degrees, the witness of the 
Spirit, in reference to the work wrought 


in my ,heart, became unnecessarily dim. 


The evidence of my acceptance with God 
was clear; I knew I was his child, but the 
can | knowledge of the present application of the 
blood of Christ to cleanse from all indwell- 
ing sin declined into the question, Does it | 
now cleanseme? This has been my experi- 
ence for the past year. Plainly I see now 
that I had not closely enough barred my 
heart against that great foe, unbelief, and he 
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had been permitted to enter my Eden of 
love. 

In this state of mind my eye rested 
upon the experience of that teacher in 
Israel, the author of “ The Baptism of 
Fire,”— and, dear reader, pause with me 


- vhere, and through the mediation of our 


Redeemer, to the great Head of the Church 


send up the prayer, “Lord, send forth 


more such laborers into thy vineyard.” 

As I read and reread, slowly the state 
of my own soul was clearly revealed. In 
the words of the writer, “I had sought 
and,found the witness of justification, of 


| possession and of consecration,” and more. 


In other YaystI had enjoyed direct 
testimony of the Spirit, that the blood of 


* ‘Christ cleanseth froth all'sin. This wit- 


ness, through unbelief, I had lost. I re- 
membered it was written, “If we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood 
of. Christ, his Son, cleanseth from all sin.” 
The way seemed clear before me; I saw 
no chance for retreat, nor did I desire it. 
The cry of my longing heart was — 
‘* Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee, 


E’en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me.”’ 


I had so many times, when all other 


props gave way, proved the foundation of- 


God’s word so sure, that I could not now 
doubt his promises. I presented myself at 
the mercy-seat. The Spirit helped my in- 
firmities, and presented my case before 
the Father. The answer came. The 
voice I knew. It was the voice of. the 
Comforter, “I have come and brought the 
Father with me.” 
“ In the blessedness of that hour a re- 
proving voice for former unbelief,— yet of 
such tender compassion that my soul 
melted before it, — said: “ Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
my side, and be not faithless, but believ- 


\ing.”. Oh the humble contrition of my 
heart as I cried, Lord, henceforth, when 


the joys of sense depart, I will walk by 
faith. Sweet was the answer from my 
merciful High Priest: “ Then Christ shall 
be magnified, God glorified.” 

The influence of that hour’s communion 
is still with me. 

‘* Silent I stand before thy face, 
And hear thee say, Be still.” 

Mine is the blessedness of knowing that 
all I have or am, or ever expect to be, is 
given to Christ. “ Behold, we have for- 
saken all and followed thee, what shall we 
have therefore?” I turn to the Word, 
the “Christian’s legacy,” and read, “ All 


‘things are yours, whether Paul, of Apob 
los, or. Cephas, or the world, or life or :. 
tdeath} things presdnt, or thins to come, 


all are yours, und ye are Christ’s, and 

Christ is God’s.” 

'“ The Lord is the portion of mine in- 
heritance.” Unto him do I commit the 
keeping of my soul, and unto him will I 
go “without the camp bearing his re- 
proach,” until it shall be said, ‘ Child, 
come home;” then, gladly shall I drop 
this tenement of clay, and, clothed in im- 
mortality, join the blood-washed throng 
above. 


BIBLE WOMEN IN LONDON. 


A BisxeE lady entered the room of a 
poor woman, and spoke to her about 
Christ. The poor woman was told by a 
friend of the Bible-lady that she was 
going away from her quarter to another 
part of London. This woman, who by 
means of the lady had found consolation, 
wrote a letter to the lady who had been 


.|the means of sending the Bible-woman, 


imploring them not to send her away: 
“There was not a greater blackguard 
than Iwas. God has had mercy upon 
me. Iwas reared up by pious parents, 
which made my sin the greater. If I was 


to give my life, a large book would not 
hold it. I am indeed a brand plucked 
from the burning. I think it a pity to © 


| 


take the good woman from this neighbor 
| 
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hood. This place requires some one like 
her, for there are souls to be saved. Do, 
not take her away; let her stop a little 
longer. I was a drunkard, a swearer, a 
Sabbath breaker, a companion of the 
lowest and most degraded you can men- 
tion. Last October my baby was born, 
and which now is in heaven. I was drunk 
Last 
Christmas day my companions called upon 
me to go with them, and I was nothing 
loth. 

“ We went into a public house and called 
for a pint of rum, which we drank, and 
the landlord gave us another. I was 


drunk, | four times that day. The 
* Monday following my poor baly was taken 


ill, but I took no notice of it, and thought 
I would see to it when my drinking was 
over. God thought otherwise, for on the 
Wednesday it was found dead in my arms. 

“You would have thought that this would 
have cured me of my evil habits. The re- 
verse of this was the case. I took to 
drinking harder than ever, fighting, swear- 


ing, and blaspheming. A gentleman be- 
longing to the mission once spoke to me, 
and caused me to shed tears, and I then 
had a thought to make away with myself, 
and also thought to kill mv husband and 
child. Alas! how often have I called 
upon God to strike me dead.” 

The letter went on to show how the 
writer had attended the mothers’ meet- 


ings, and the prayer meetings, and, by 
means of the Bible-reader, saved.—Lng- 
lish paper. 


COgginal.] 


A LOST OPPORTUNITY. 


BY Cc. W. 


IT is gone, forever gone, — that precious 
opportunity. Could prayér bring back to 
me that one little jot of time, how would 
I wrestle, and fast, and struggle before 
the throne. Could tears wipe out the re- 
membrance of that neglected duty. I would 
weep day and night till all trace of it was 


forever washed away. It is true it was but 


for a few moments that I saw that impeni- 
tent friend ; few, indeed, but time enough 
that I might have warned her to flee from 
the wrath to come; time enough, had the 
Spirit of God attended my feeble efforts 
to have plucked a soul from the eternal 
burnings. This was the first time I had 
seen her since I had learned to love God, 
my Saviour, and the precious souls of sin- 
ners; and I knew, too, that she was im- 
penitent; knew that life was uncertain, 
and that without a hope in Christ she was 
exposed to eternal death. And the Spirit 
urged me to tell her of her danger, and 
‘entreat her to flee to the great Rock of 
‘salvation for shelter and safety, before the 


terrible storm éf the wrath of God should ~ 


overtake her. But my timid nature— 
shrank from the cross, and refused to 
obey. I flattered myself that I should 
soon see her again, and Satan whispered 
that my time was too limited; and then, 
others were present. Alas! when next 
I saw her she was struggling in conflict 
with the king of terrors. Ilis grasp was 
fierce upon her; already her reason had 
fled, and soon her spirit, impenitent still, 
for aught I ever knew, was ushered into 
the presence of its God. And I must 
meet her atthe judgment-day. My: mer- 
ciful Father has forgiven me, I trust, that 
wrong, but never can I forgive myself. 
Never can I think without remorse of — 
the neglect of that one little duty. Little, 
did Isay ? Sol tried to believe. But 
oh! eternity alone will fully reveal to me 
its fearful magnitude. Fearful, as upon 
its faithful performance or culpable omis- 
sion may have hung the eternal destiny of 
a precious soul. 

O my Father, may I, with all who have 
named the name of Christ, be prepared by 
the quickening energies of divine love, — 
that perfect love, which casteth out all fear 
of the world,— to be ready, ever ready, for 
present duty, lest in the great day of final 
reckoning we be met with this condemna- 
tion, “You knew my danger, but you 
warned me not.” ‘ 
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PURITY OF HEART AND LIFE. 


BY A. Cc. B. L. 


** Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
and who shall stand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn de- 
ceit fully. He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his sal- 
vation.’’— David. 


‘Do I possess a character that will war- 
rant the expectation of standing in God’s 
holy place? The first requisite men- 
tioned is “clean hands.” As our hands 
are the chief instruments by which we 
perform all kinds of labor, the expression 


may have reference to all our acts — our 
: whole course of life. 
~ hands ?, Do I put forth my hand to any 


iniquity? Do I fail to “visit the widow 
and fatherless in their affliction?” Dol 
withhold kindness from any? If so, my 
hands are not clean; but if otherwise, 
they are at least apparently clean. 

The next thing is a pure. heart.” 
What a.word is pure!—a pure heart. 
Have all my acts proceeded from a pure 
heart ? A heart emptied of selfishness, 
cleansed from every stain? <A heart in 
which nothing is found but love, holy love 
to God and man? If not, then, surely, 
however fair to human view my acts may 
have been, they show impurity; and if 
the heart be not pure, the hands cannot 
be clean. But if otherwise the heart be 
pure, then also are the hands clean, and 
my “soul is not lifted up unto vanity,” 
neither have I “sworn deceitfully ;” con- 
sequently, “shall receive the blessing from 
the Lord, and righteousness from the God 
of my salvation.” Shall I receive it as 
my due? Assuredly not,— but through 
rich abounding grace, to one most un: 
worthy, God who ‘worketh in 
ine to will and th-do? lf I dwell in love, 
I dwell in God, and God in me, as saith 
the beloved disciple (1 John iv. 16), and 
his love must flow out, through me, to all 
his creatures. 


Then, have I clean 


My heart does go forth in earnest long- 
ing for the purity of all Christ’s professed 
disciples; and sometimes, with groaning, 
cries out, ““O Lord, how long!” How 
long shall it be ere the b&nds of sin and 
Satan are broken, and every one who 
has named the name of Christ, be free in 
Him? 


of jubilee, when Satan’s power shall be 
broken, and the church of God come up 
out of the wilderness, leaning upon her 
Beloved, and “ look forth fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and,” to. her enemies, 
“terrible as an 5 ¢ with banners.” 


THE F WINNING 


BY REY. JOHN PROUDFIT, D. D. 


TuHOsE who watch for, souls are often 
agitating the question, What aspect of 
truth is most likely to awaken thoughtless 
men ? — and “the philosophy of applying 
truth,” as Dr. Chalmers used to call it, is 
indeed a philosophy, and its importance 
and great results well deserve our deepest 
thoughts and most watchful observation; 
and it was doubtless just that which the 
great “ preacher” of ancient Israel was 
laboring at when he “sought to find out 
acceptable words;” and with reference 
to which the greater Preacher, who came 
from God and spoke as never man spoke, 
said, ‘* Whereunto shall I liken the king- 
dom of God?” All this shows that to 
teach truth so as to touch, persuade, and 
guide to godly sorrow and saving faith, is 
the greatest of arts,"and one which in- 
spired minds have searched into, and that 
the Lord himself explored his own works 
to find similitudes suited to arrest the at- 
tention of men, and = their 
sion’ of spiritual things. 

And yet it is wonderful how simple a 
thing is often the immediate occasion of 
bringing about that amazing inward revo- 
lution which we call the conversion of a 


soul to God, as if God still vindicated his 


God grant that this year may be a year . 
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sovereignty in this greatest of his works, 
to show his servants that the excellency 


of the power was altogether of God, and 


not of men. 

Dr. J. W. Alexander once related to 
the writer the following incident: He 
had been doing some business in a store, 
and as he was passing out, a youth whom 
he knew, — one of the clerks, if we re- 
member right, — was standing in the door. 
Dr. A., as he passed out, touched him on 
the shoulder, and said, “ My dear 
you ought to be with us.” The “ winged 
word” found its way to the: heart of the 
youth, and he was soon after “ with them” 
who are on ia os way to the better 

A ‘aluaile pastor was once lying on 
his death-bed. A boy of his congregation 
happening to pass by his house, stopped to 
inquire how he was., The dying man saw 
him through the half open door of the 
room in which he lay, and beckoned him 
to his bedside. “ David,” said he, “ did 
you ever close with the Lord Jesus by 
faith as your Saviour? Manya time I’ve 
done it in that little room,” pointing to his 
study opposite. That circumstance hap- 
pened more than sixty years ago. The 
“boy” spoken of recently died at a good 
old age, after a Christian life of no com- 
mon spirituality and devotedness, pro- 
tracted through that long period. We 
have now before us a letter written shortly 
before his death, warm with expressions 
of (hristian faith and hope. He is now, 
we doubt not, with that Saviour to whom 
those few words of his dying pastor 


_ directed him so long ago. 


We once knew of a man who joined 
the church during his pastor’s absence in 


Europe. He had been before a very 


hardened and careless man. ‘The first 
time his pastor mét him, after returning, 
he congratulated him on the happy change. 
“ Shall I tell you,” 
was the means of it? The last time you 
met me in the street before you went 


away, you spoke some earnest words to 


i 


‘ 


said the man, “ what. 


me:on the subject of refigion. They did 
not make much impression on me, as 
nothing ever had done. [But as we part- 
ed, you took my hand and said, ‘ My dear 
sir, you have a soul that is worth saving.’ 
That word left me no rest within till I felt 
that my soul was saved through faith in 
Jesus. The course of my life, and the 
objects that interested me most, have been 
wholly changed from that day to this.” 
The bow that is “drawn at a venture” 
sometimes sends the shaft of truth through 
“the joints of the sinner’s harness,” when 
our most elaborate attempts have missed 


of mark, or recoiled without im- 


press 


» Let ‘us be “instant in| ‘season, out ‘of 


” 


season ;” for we “know not whether 
shall prosper, this or that.” 

Let us not forget that in first conquer- 
ing the world to Christ, God “chose the 
weak things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty.” 

Let us ply the lighter missiles, as well 
as the heavy artillery of truth, to conquer 
the fortress of the human heart. 

Let us, above all things, acknowledge 
the supremacy of the Holy Spirit in the 
conversion of souls. The weakest word 
which he wafts into the soul will carry 
with it a new-creating power. While we 
prophesy to the dry bones, let us prophesy 


to the wind, saying, “ Come from the four | 


winds, O breath, and breathe upon the 
slain, that they may live.”—7vract Jour. 


Envy. — “ Envy, if surrounded on all ~ 


sides by the brightness of another's pros- 
perity, like the scorpion confined within 
a circle of fire, will sting itself to death.” 
Colton. 

RESIGNATION. —“ Resignation to the 
will of God is the whole of piety ; it in- 
cludes in it all that is good, and is a 
source of the most settled quiet and com- 
posure of mind.” — Bishop Builer. 

Oh that all men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! 
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THE WILL OF GOD. 


‘Thy will be done onearth as itis n heaven.”’ 


—Matthew vi. 10. 


How many times have you repeated 
that short sentence ? How many times 
have you repeated it without thinking of 
its scope or its potency? Do you dare 
follow me to-night in the Lord’s Prayer ? 


and when you come to that sentence, will 


you say to God in sincerity, “ Let thy will 
be done in me as it is in those that are in 
heaven?” Are you willing that God 


_ shoild enter upon such a course of disci- 


pline, by natural laws, by the methods of 
his administration in this world, that all that 
contravenes his will shall be slainin you ? 
Are you: willing that God’ ‘shall so deal 
with you that in all respects his will shall 
be planted and developed in you ? 
When the barren field calls out to the 
husbandman, saying, “ Let harvests wave 
on me as on yonder hill-side,” what does 
it ask for? It asks for the plough and the 
harrow, although it may know it not: for 
if there is to be seed-sowing, there must 


_ be ploughing and harrowing first. And as 


the husbandman cannot produce harvests 
without culture, so God never brings forth 
the fruit of human life without training 
and discipline. | 

Dare you, therefore, pray, “ Thy will 
be done in me?” Are you willing that 
God should undertake,to break down that 
fractious passion in you? I ask not 
whether you are willing to go tosleep, and 
wake up and find yourself changed in the 
morning. Dreams do not change men. 
Yearnings do not. Neither does mere 
profession. Are you full of worldliness ? 
Are you willing that God should breathe 
the power of that worldliness over you ? 
Are you the subject of dominant pride ? 


t Are. you willing) that God should dethrone 


- that pride in ‘your heart in the way that 


he thinks best ? Is selfishness a ruling trait 


in your character? Are you willing that 


God should overcome that trait in the 
only way that he sees to be possible? Are 


you willing that he should prune you, and 
lop the boughs of your inordinate desires? 
Dare you say, to-night, 
knowest the state of my being, and where- 
in I come short of what thou desirest me 


would dare throw open the chambers of 
his conscience, and say to Christ, ‘“‘ Come 
in and dwell here, casting out whatever 
is offensive to thee?” Do you dare go 
into your family and say to God, “ Thy 
will be done hére ?” ad 

What a blessed change would be wrought 
— but oh! by what sufferings, by what sor- 
rows, by what bereavements ! — if God 
should establish his covenant with us, 
using the largeness 
| lees of the smallness of ours; if he should 
his eye comprehensivély fixed on our 
eternal interests! 

If you had had your way, not one single 
well would have been dug in your heart. 
No person has a well within him who has 
not suffered. Clay does not need the frost 
of winter to pulverize it and make it good, 
half as much as we need suffering to try 
us and make us good. But nobody wants 
to be made good by that means. We all 


wanted the living water of which Christ 
told her. She did not care so much for 
spiritual things, but she had an idea that 
there was some charm or other by which 
she might be saved the drudgery of going 


blessing, but did not want to take the 
requisite means of obtaining it. And 
many and many a man says, “ Open in 
me a well of Christian experience,” but 
does not want God to go through the 
process of digging the well by the instru- 


come. 

If I could have had my way, the band 
of my household would not have been 
broken; my home would have been larger, 
— around my board twice the number 
that sit now would have sat. And then 


“Thou, Lord, 


to be — thy will be done in me?” Who 


his Frisdom in the -* 


administer the affairs of this world with- 


want goodness as the woman of Samaria. 


‘to the well to draw. She wanted ¢ghe 


mentation iby which: the blessing 
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there would have been no such familiar 
heaven to me as there is now; then I 
should have had no such sense of the 
beauty of childhood as I now have. The 
children that remain with us here do not 
teach us to love children so much as those 
that go away from us to the other world. 
The children that God brings up for us 
are more to us than those that we bring 
up ourselves. The cradle empty, blesses 
us more than the cradle filled. Therefore 
if I had had my way, how much leaner I 


- should have been; how much less I 


should have been built up in affection, how 
much more deficient I should have been 
Buty against and against 
bittér ‘tears, God held 
on his way, ‘aed took one, and two, and 
many; and I bless his name. I am not 
good, but I am better. And that which I 
could not see then, is very plain to me 
now. For each of the tears that dropped 
has become a sentence, and the literature 
which they form is as the interpretation of 
the wisdom of God in his administration 
in earthly things. 

Dare you set your household in order, 
and, looking upon those old, those in the 


_ prime of life, those coming up, and those 


yet young, say to God, in the exercise of 
his wisdom and sovereignty, “ Thy will 
be done concerning these ?” Do you dare 


walk in the conscious presence of God,) _. 


into your pleasures? Do you indulge in 
no pleasure into which you would scruple 
to carry Christ ? Would you dare throw 
open the recesses of your business, and 
say to Christ, “ Thy will be done there- 
in?” Dare you as Christ to apply the 
divine measure of conscientiousness and 
equity and purity, as a test, to your do- 


| mestic relations and: secular affairs; to 


your charactér;! ;; to the whole round! of 
your life? Blessed are they who can 
look upon all they have, and say to God, 
“Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven.” 

The day is coming when that measure 
shall be applied to the life of every one of 


us. May God in his mercy grant that before 
that day we shall have been attuned into 
harmony. May we so accept the perfect 
will of God as our own, that every indica- 
tion of it in his providence, however much 
it may surprise us at the first moment, shall 
in the moment thereafter be a clear intima- 
tion to us of higher wisdom and better 
things. Then only shall we have tranquillity 
and peace when every day that dawns shall 


be a message and messenger from God, 


and every one of its events is a token 
and manifestation of his will. Then, it 
we be exalted, it is the will of God; it 
cast down, it is God’s will. Then, if we 
be sicky.it shall be sweet to please God in 
sickness ; if well} héalth is God's bounty 
Then, if friends and friendship abound, 
that is the will of the Lord: it we walk 
in solitary places and alone, we are never 
so little alone as when we walk in obe- 
dience to the Lord’s will. 

May God teach us in all things to ac- 
cept the fulness of this prayer: “ Thy 
will be done.”—Jndependent. 


oe 


WAITING GOD'S WILL. 


JESUS, on thy breast reclining, 
I await thy holy will; - 
Hushed be every sad repining, 
Every anxious thought be still; 
Oh, how blessed, 
Here to wait thy loving will! 


Well thou know’st my heart's deep craving 
Something in thy field to do, 
Where are whitened harvests wafting, 
And the laborers are few; 
Yet ‘tis better 
Here to wait thy loving will. 


Helpless, I can only love thee, 
Or can suffer for thy sake, 
Yet thy ‘“ banner” is above me, 
In ad arms sweet rest I take: 
Oh, how Vlesséd, 
Thus to wait thy lovi ing w ill! / 


Let the suffering and the falling, , 
Tender Shepherd all be thine; 
Let the wanderers hear thee calling 
Let them know thy voice divine, 
And how blessed 
'Tis to wait thy loving will. 
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STRENGTH FOR THE DAY. 


BY W. L. 


“ SeRENGTH for the day !”—soul-cheering word, 
Sweet promise of my gracious Lord! 
In every dark and trying way, 

“ Strength shall be equal tothy day!” - 


Should deep distress my mind annoy, 

Disturb my peace, suspend my joy, 

This promise shall my fears allay ,— 
* Strength shall be equal to thy day!” 


When youth departs and age comes on, 
And all my former joys are gone,— 
Should friends and comforts all decay, 


If sickness should my frame arrest, 
Or grief and woe distract my breast, — 
<When death shall summon meaway, {>| 
Strength shall be equal tothe day!” | 


A HOLY HEART. 


_Wnar a satisfaction must it be to any 
person to feel the blissful assurance that 
the heart is holy. That all sin is not only 
forgiven, but all its stains are washed 
away. That the heart, which is by nature 
“deceitful above all things and desper- 
ately wicked,” and “full of all unclean- 
ness,” is now, by grace, made pure and 
free from allitsdefilements. Thatthe blood 
of Jesus Christ hath cleansed it from all 
sin. ‘That now it is no longer as “a cage 
of unclean birds,” but as a vessel holy 
unto the Lord, sanctified and fitted for 
divine service. 

. How pleasant and joyous must be the 
reflections of the one whose heart is made 
pure. Such can say: “ Now by divine 
grace I am saved from all that is displeas- 
ing in the sight of God, All my foes are 


conquered, cast out and slain, that once 


gave me such constant alarm and disqui- 
etude. And where they onge held such 
clamorous sway, each disputing the other’s 
right to reign, and turbulent to be su- 
preme, now Christ, my precious Saviour, 
reigns without a rival — 


“The Lord of every motion there! ” 


O blessed be God, I am now fully saved. 
I have the “ gift of power. Power to be 
Christ’s living witness, even to the ends of 
the earth. I am ready to live, or ready 
to die. Ready to do, or to suffer. Ready 
for all my Saviour’s righteous will. Ready 
for earth, and ready for heaven. My heart 
is fixed, trusting in God. Whom have I 
in heaven but God? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire besides him. 
Glory, glory to his holy name. Halleluiah ! 
Now I am just what the Lord would have 


me be. Just what I have been striving - 


to be. My prayers are answered, my soul 
is satisfied, the, divine image is diffused 
through all my soul, and shines to the 
lia & 

Is this blessediiess yours, dear reader ? 
Are you in possession of this glorious 
treasure ? If so, praise God with all your 
heart. Let your soul make her boast in 
the Lord, and be glad. But if you can- 
not say your heart is holy, do you desire 
it? Ate you praying for it? Are you 
making the requisite effort to obtain it? 


| Are you-groaning after it ? 


Just let Jesus take that heart of yours. 
Let him take it now. Don’t wait to 
make it any better. You can’t make it 
holy if you try. If you could make it 
any better, you could make it entirely 
holy, and then what need would you have 
for a Saviour ? But itis Jesus only that 
can save his people from their sins. 
cannot save themselves. If this be so, 
and who can dispute it, then the sooner 
you give up your whole heart to Jesus to 
be fully saved by him, the quicker and 
the easier will this great salvation implied 
by a holy heart be yours. Don’t say you 
are unworthy ; this is the very reason you 
should come to Christ now for this full 
salvation» determined to do it. 
resolute tint is done. Delay not. Ma 


haste. Trust in the cleansing blood. Be- 
lieve, believe, and this gift is yours. 
May God bestow on all our dear readers 
a holy heart. 
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NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE. 


EXTRACT FROM MRS. PALMER’S LAST 
LETTER. 


Rochdale, Feb. 13, 1861. 
WE have long stood engaged for Roch- 


dale, but have had so many pressures else- 


where that we only arrived in this place 
on Saturday evening last. Dr. P. has on 
several occasions remarked that Tuesday 
evenings are with us seasons of more mani- 
fest power. While our dear brethren and 
sisters in Jesus are remembering, and we 
trust praying for us, in the Tuesday after- 
noon meeting, we are engaged in our seven 
Yelock evenihg services, Would that'the 
rd might inspire the hearts of his people 
to ask in faith for still more great and 
mighty things m our behalf. We are en- 
deavoring to sink deeper into the purple 
flood, and trust that we are daily rising 
higher in ali the life of God. 
Never have we felt more deeply the 
necessity of clinging momentarily to the 
cross, or never more fully assured of our 


only say that the Lord permitted the 
people to see that holiness specifically 
is just the power needed to raise low 
churches. 

From the Secretary’s report we have 
reason to believe that over one hundred 
professed disciples, such as Paul would 
have asked the question, “ Have ye re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost since ye believed ?” 
were Spirit baptized. Many of them about 
manifesting that it was indeed a gift of 
power they had received. They brought 
| their friends to Jesus from all parts of the 
circuit, and many also came from London, 
twenty-two miles distant, seeking the full 
baptism ,of the Spint, and others seeking 
pardon. The number of the newly blest 
was at least between two and three 
hundred. 

We did not hear the exact report of 
the number saved during this season of 
visitation on the circuit, but are sure 
the above computation is below the 
number of those who professed to receive 
pardon. We have received very en- 


entire identification of interest in the }couraging letters from the Superintendent, 


Redeemer’s kingdom. 

We have been spending some time 
at two places where the Macedonian cry 
was specially loud because of the desola- 
tions of Zion. More truly so was the case 
in regard to the royal town of Windsor. 
A little before we visited that place, an 
official mecting had been called, at which 
the President of the Conference from 


London was present to devise what could 
_.be done, the lowness of the cause: of 


Methodism, and the financial embarrass- 
ment of the Chapel, being so great that it 
seemed wellnigh impossible to sustain the 
cause longer. <A special messenger came 
for us, and we turned aside from many 


Imperative calls frgm large and influential 


towns to go to Windsor circuit. In Wind- 

sor the church membership was about fifty, 

but the Superintendent of the circuit said 

that he knew of scarce a dozen that 

seemed really to enjoy religion. I might 

go into many interesting details, but can 
10 


of others since we left, announcing that 
the work of revival is spreading in va- 
rious parts of the circuit. Praise the 
Lord ! | 

The work at Rochdale has commenced . 
with the church in a nfost gracious man- 
ner. 

It is now Wednesday. We commenced 
three days ago, on Sabbath afternoon, 
when it was estimated that there were as 
many as eighteen hundred present. He 
who baptizeth with fire was in our midst. 
The names of about one hundred have 
been handed in to the secretaries. Some 
have been justified; others sanctified 
wholly. In view of the multitudes we 
have seen saved since we left America, 
‘our hearts are ever filled with adoring 
praise. 

We do not lose sight.of the fact that 
ene soul outweighs the wealth of the 
world. 


If angels in heaven rejoice over one 
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sinner that repenteth, what should be our 
joy? loften feel like Fletcher, “ Ob for 
a gust of praise to go through the earth !” 
Feb. 18. My voice, you know, was 
never very strong; and it seems scarcely 
less than mysterious that I should be 
enabled thus, for a succession of days, 
weeks, and months, to exert my voice, 
and often, after addressing a congrega- 
tion of from two thousand to three thou- 
sand for three quarters of an hour, to sit 
down without scarce a feeling of weari- 
ness. 
The Superintendent of the circuit has 
been in since I-began to write, and says 
the number blessed since we have com- 
menced our services here, as recorded by 


- the Secretary, i is two hundred and fifty. 


Some of them have received pardon, others 
purity, and the names are not recorded un- 
til they were clear in the blessing sought,—. 
when they have retired from the altar and 
gone into the vestry and recorded their 
name. Of course, none are willing to do 
this, as the act seems formidable, until 
strong in the witness. I have known per- 
sons go two or three times to the vestry 
door, and turn again to the communion- 
rail, fearing they were not quite clear 
enough to be witnesses to give in their 
names. This is a blessed work, when we 
remember that itis but eight days since 
these services commenced. 


TUESDAY MEETING. 
54 Rivington St., N. Y. 


It is impossible to do justice to this’ 


meeting by mere detached testimonies, 
picked up from remembrance. 

_ The influence of the Holy Spirit, which 
is felt on entering; the intense interest 
expressed in the countenances of stran- 


 . , gers, who may be present for the first 
/ time; the familiar face 


have attended this Bitheata: the crowd- 
ed rooms, with their appropriate scripture 
mottoes, in oreen and gilt, ranged about 
the walls, say that the work, duty, and en- 
joyment of this meeting is “Holiness to 


, who for years 


the Lord,” —and its power cannot be com- 
municated by the pen. As time was 
wearing away at one of those seasons, a 
minister arose and said he thought they 
had come to the believing time, referring 
to the custom of asking those to rise for 
prayer who earnestly hungered after this 
state of grace. Numbers arose that day ; 
at another time thirty arose ; and it is de- 
lightful to know that many, while prayer 
is offered for them, believe, and enter into 
rest, which, somefimes, in few words they 
relate. At another time, the three-minute 
rule was adopted, and ready utterances 
honored the fulness_of Christ’s salvation. 

A layman, who led the meeting this 


week, referred to the covenant he had 
newed at new-year, to labor daily for one ~ 


soul at least. As the result of his efforts 
in the intervals of his business duties he 
had, in the past four weeks, through 
warning, and enlightening, saved twenty 
souls; and eight had been sanctified, 
through his labors, in a fortnight. This 
he expressed in deep humility, literally 
in meekness and fear, giving all the glory 
to God. 

A young diectile expressed her happi- 
ness in the ways of God, and was en- 
couraged to witness to this great salvation 
by its effect on those who heard her ; they 
were in some cases led to inquire and 
seek. | 

Another confessed she had nearly made 
shipwreck of faith through the pleasures 
of the world. She came a stranger to the 
meeting, and its effects upon her led her 
back in humiliation and repentance to the 
foot of the cross. She had thought when 
she came to the city she might attend oc- 
casionally, for she knew of the hallowed 
spot,~but thought it would interfere with 


her worldly engagements, but now efinds 


this is her safe place to visit. 

One intimated that it was a cross to 
speak of the close union she enjoyed with 
Christ, and his secrets with her soul; they 
were too dear for a public ‘eh ; but 
one little incident she would relate: i he 
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other day she was thinking of a mistake 
she had made, and what a pity it was; 
but immediately Jesus manifested himself 
to her as keeping covenant with her in all 
her mistakes; “the contract between us 
is everlasting ;” “that is enough.” The 


_ shade of sadness fled away, and she re- 


joiced in covenant love. The work of 
holiness is progressing in nearly all the 
Methodist churches in the city. 

The last account of the labors of Dr. 
and Mrs. Palmer, at Rochdale, were four 
hundred names taken, — converted and 


sancti fied. 


The following hymn is by Robinson, the author of 
“Come thou Fount of every blessing.” 


Micuty GoD! while angels bless thee, 
May amortal lisp thy name? 
Lord of men, as well as ange!s! 
Thou art every creature’s theme; 
Lord of every Jand and nation, 
Ancient of eternal days! 
Sounded through the wide creation, ° 
Be thy just and awful praise. 


For the grandeur of thy nature, 
Grand beyond a seraph’s thought; 
For the wonders of creation, 
Works with skill and kindness wrought; 
For thy providence, that governs 
Through thine empire's wide domain, © 
Wings an angel, guides a sparrow, 
Blessed be thy gentle reign. 


But thy rich, thy free redemption, 
Bright through darkness all along, — 
Thought is poor, and poor expression ; 
Who can sing that wondrous song? 
Brightness of the Father’s glory! 
Shall thy praise unuttered lie? 
Break, my tongue, such guilty silence, 
Sing the Lord! who came to die— 


From the highest throne of glory 
To the cross of deepest woe, 
All to ransom guilty captives! 
Flow my praise, forever flow! 
- Come, and oh! to leave it never, 
Come, Lord Jesus, take thy throne; 
come, and reign forever; 
r Be the kingdom all thine own! 


Be early astir on your journey to the 
New Jerusalem. No time like the morn- 
ing for that. 


(Original.]) 
LETTER TO AN ANTINOMIAN 
FRIEND.— No. 10. 


BY A. P. J. 


In accordance with my promise, I will 
give you both the scriptural texts and 
reasons for the necessity of our partner- 
ship in Christ’s sufferings; but will first 
answer your question, for you seem to be 
in a dilemma about the apparent paradox 
of some scriptures on this subject. 

But this arises from not considering the 
twofold nature of suffering. You are 
right in the meaning of those texts. They 
do a important fact; — that. 
if “we woul judge ourselves by the 
word by which we will be judged at the 
last day,” and condemn ourselves in the 
things which it condemns, and renounce 
all it renounces, we might escape the 
chastisement that must come, lest we come 
under its condemnation. For we must 
either be chastised and brought under its 
rule now,or be condemned with the dis- 
obedient then. And this is also spoken of 
Christians. Paul speaks of them as weak, 
sickly, and sleeping Christians; yet he tells 
them that “if they would judge them- 
selves they should not be judged, but 
when ye are judged of the Lord, ye are 
chastened, that ye should not be con- 
demned with the world.” This, it is true, 
is said of a certain sin, but it refers to all 
sin; for it cun be said of no one sin, nor 
of any given number, you shall be chas- 
tised for this or these,.but there are other 
sins that you may commit with impunity, 
for there is no chastisement upon them. 
I beseech you to give up that way that 
you have of taking which 
teach general ‘principles, and’ which are 
applicable to all, and applying them to 
particular persons and times. This is 
frequently done by persons who are con- 
scious that those very scriptures apply to 
their own cases ; and the insincerity of 
their attempt to give them a local or 
limited meaning, is too evident. They 
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deceive no one, not even themselves. It 
is manifest that their arguments to prove 
that it is not required, are too often mere 
excuses for their not doing what is required. 
In the Word of God this chastisement 
is compared to the corrections of a 
father. They are mentioned as children. 

This proves them to be Christians; and if 
it is used for the purpose of parental dis- 
cipline, this is another proof that this 
chastisement applies to all sins and faults, 
and will not be removed until all are cor- 
rected. What father would say to a child, 

I will correct you for this sin, but not 
for others? A good father’ cannat 
bear to sleave a child in an imperfect 
state. It j is love that causes him to cor- 
recta son, to make ' him better. ‘Our 
parents correct their children to make 
them good characters according to a 
worldly standard ; to make them honor- 
able citizens of this world. But our heavy- 
enly Father corrects our spirits, that we 
may have a good spiritual standing in “the 
world to come, whereof we speak.” He 
is forming honorable characters for that 
world; and we can only judge of the 
high preparation for that, by the word of. 
God, not the word of man. Man would 
like to have both this world and the next; 
he would like to have this world because it 
suits his tastes; he would like to have the 
next because it saves him from the fear of 
condemnation; but it would be anything 
but a state of happiness to him, without a 
change of nature. Notwithstanding the 
Scriptures declare that he cannot have 
both, that he that “ findeth his life here, 
shall lose it in life eternal;” that “no 
man can serve two masters,” yet how 
many attempt the perilous experiment of 
this double service ; as if it was a small 
thing to set the divine counsel at naught; 

and speak as if express commands were- 
As if he has 
said, ‘“‘ Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon,” but we know better, for we can 
serve both. There is dissimulation even 
in the profession of religion, unless we re- 


nounce the world. Our Father, the 
“Father of spirits,” knowing that his 
heavenly kingdom cannot be established 
over our spirits, or inner selves, while the 
prince of this world has rule over us out- 
wardly, often, in mercy, removes from 
our reach the things that belong to the 
god of this world. We have attached 
too much importance to possessions here, 
that we can ‘hold with such a slight and 
transient tenure; we have invested too 


much heart in them,—we have almost 
made them our all; or why grieve as if 


our all was gone, when they arejremoved 
for our profit, for our highest and eyer- 
lastinig good ? 


bein subjection to the Father of Spirits, 
and live ? For they verily for a few days 
chastened us after their own pleasure; 


but. he for our profit, that we might be par-— 


takers of his holiness; for without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord.” (eb. xii. 
5-14.) Here is a reason then for suf- 
fering. That is, if we will not judge our- 
selves by the word, and “cleanse our- 
selves from all unrighteousness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of the Lord ; 
ness we cannot see the Lord ;” surely it is 
for our profit that we be chastened until 
we do‘obey these injunctions to use all 
gospel diligence for the attainment of 
holiness. This is a very urgent reason; 
and the profit must be incalculable unless 
we, like the Jews, refuse to profit by 
chastisement, and like them be cast away, 
after discipline has been tried in vain. 
But all this would have been unnecessary 
if we had not grieved the Spirit, but fol- 
lowed its leadings with implicit obedience. 
A father never requires a child to obey 
until he has given his commands, but, 
having given them, he does require obe- 
dience,jor he is not a proper person to 
have the training of children. Our heav- 
enly Father cannot require less than our 
earthly parents. He gives us the power 
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“We have*had fathers of 
our flesh whic corrected us, and we gave ' 
them reyerence ; shall we not much rather 


and without this holi- 
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to obey, and he requires us to use it ac- to destroy selfishness ? Is there not dan- 


cording to the given measure. Our earthly | 


parents will not cast their children away 
for their faults, neither will our heavenly 
Father; but neither will leave them un- 
corrected, and neither will cease to love 


conduct. 

But though we can evade this kind of 
suffering by avoiding or correcting the 
faults that ne-essitate it, yet there is a 
kind of suffering, from without, which 


“must needs comé,” especially if actively | 


engaged in seeking the welfare of souls ; 
for in proportion as we make inroads upon 
Satan’s | just to the same 
will’he make ‘trouble for ‘us. This'kind 
of suffering we cannot evade ; but we have 
such support under it, and such grace 
given to bear it, that it is not only not 
burdensome, but causes rejoicing; so 
that we may say with Paul, “ exceeding 
joyful in all our tribulations.” But there 
is this difference in suffering for well- 
doing, and suffering for our faults; that 
we endure without mitigation the chas- 
tening in the latter until the fault is re- 
nounced. It would never do to give the 
supports of grace under this kind of suf- 
fering; that would be the greatest  in- 
justice to our souls, for it would tend to 
confirm the fault, instead of correcting it. 
One should be called suffering, the other 
could not properly be called chastening ; 
neither is it designed as chastisement; but 


the other from without. 
for suffering for | the other from the faults of others. 


ger of selfdelusion where it has not borne 
this fruit? One thing is very noticeable 
in those professors of religion who seek 


to find faults in those who are more dili- 


gent, that they generally exhibit other 
them, even while displeased with their 


faults that. are equally at variance with 
the spirit of Christianity ; though their 
defects may be very carefully concealed, 
until something unusual surprises them 
out of their usual constraint. But here is 
the difference between the whole-hearted 
Christian the nominal professor ; 


while the ore grows strongér under temp- «, 


tations, and betel uhder sufferings, the 


other} either falls away or becomes dis-» 


couraved and; petulant | “If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons.” If not,—what? Let each one 
draw the inference. It is never said we 


can escape suffering; but we can escape. 


chastening, since one is the result of our 
position in an ungodly world, and the 
other the correction of our faults. . Your 
mistake arises from confounding the two 
phases of suffering. When we view it in 
this aspect, we can easily see that there is 
no contradiction in those texts that speak 
as if we can escape chastening, and others 

that imply that we must suffer from the 
“offences that- must needs come.” For 
one arises from causes within ourselves, 
One is our own 


One is for ill-doing, the other for well- 


doing. When the Scriptures s speak of our 


is the inevitable result of being engaged | being called to suffer, it is for well-doing ; 
in a work that is contrary to human na- there is no calling to ill-doing, therefore 


ture; an'l we may expect opposition also | 
eens we have from that is not inevit- 


from professors of religion, so far as it is 
above their measure; for many are con- 
tented with just of religion to’ 


keep out of the fire, and of course, their mo- | we need not be chastened. 


tives being altogether selfish, they think | 
the active zeal of others for the salvation 
of souls a work supererogation. But. 
will such selfish souls keep out of the fire ? | 
Is there any such thing as a selfish salva- 
tion? Is it not the very office of religion 


there is no call to suffer for ill-doing ; the 


able; it is not said ye must needs suffer for 
your faults, but that if we correct them 
One has a re- 
ward, the other has not. “ For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 


faults, ye shall take it patiently ? but if. 


when ye do well, and su‘er for it, ve take 
it prtiently, this is acceptable with God ;” 
“ This is thankworthy, if a man for con- 
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science toward God endure grief, suffering | 


wrongfully ;” “for it is better, if the will 
of God be so, to suffer for well-doing.” 
“And even hereunto were -ye called, be- 
cause Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example that we should follow in his 
steps.” “ Rejoice, then, inasmuch as ve 
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings, that 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy; and 
think tt not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you; for if 
ye be reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye; for the Spirit of God and 
of glory resteth upon you. Yet let none 
of you suffer as an evil-doer; butif any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him glorif 
God on this behalf.” “ For if we suffer 
with him, we shall reign with him.” “ We 


joint:heirs with Christ, if so be that 


we suffer with him, that we may also be 
glorified together.” “ For when he was 
reviled, he reviled not again, when he suf- 
fered he threatened not, but committed 
himself tv him that judgeth righteously.” 
“ Therefore, let them that suffer for well- 
doing, according to the will of God, com- 
mit the keeping of their souls to him as to 
a faithful Creator.” “ For if ye suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye.” (1 Pet. 
ll. 19-23; 1 Pet. ili. 14, 17, 18;°1 Pet. iv. 
1, 2, 12-17; Rom. viiil.17; 2 Tim. ii. 12.) 
In these texts we find both the reasons 
and the reward of suffering. 


LIGHT FROM THE BIBLE. 


On that I knew how all thy lights combine, 
And the configurations of thy glory! 

Seeing not only how each verre doth shine, 
But all the constellations of the stury. 


This verse marks that, and both do make a mo- 
tion 


Unto a third, that ten leaves off doth lie; i : 
Then, as dispersed herbs do watch a potion, 


These three make up some Christian destinie. 


Such are thy secrets, which my life makes good, 
And comments on thee; for in every thing 
Thy words do find me out, and parallels bring, 
And ip another make me understood. | 
G. Herbert, 1660. 


[Original.] 
THE CHRISTIAN WOMEN. 


BY Y. 


“‘ Salute the beloved Persis, which labored much 
in the Lord.’’— Paul. 


‘‘ OnLY the brethren seemed to speak, 
Silent the sisters walked and meek; 
If ever one of them chanced to say, 
W hat trials she met upon the way, 
How she longed to pass to the other side, 
Nor feared to meet the swelling tide, 
A voice arose from brethren then, 
Let no one speak but the holy men! 
Have ye not heard the words of Paul, 
Oh, let the women keep silent all.” 


Tue abote quotation was sent'us in a 
letter from our friend, author of “ Wee, 
Wee Songs.” Itis from an English poem. 
We could only smile as the eye passed 
over it. We thought, what would the 
cavillers against women being called to 
work in the vineyard of the Lord do if they 
had not Paul’s plausible words upon which 
to hang their arguments. The first an- 
nouncement of the Messiah was, ‘ the seed 
of the woman.’ God was pleased to say 
how much he had done for Israel by send- 
ing them Moses, Aaron, and Mjriam, Deb- 
orah was both a Judge and Prophetess, 
under God's own administrat‘on. The 
Old Testament is full of woman’s useful- 
ness and importance. Jesus was minis- 
tered to by women, and why may not the 
members be aided by the same instrumen- 
tality? Whether Paul said that by com- 
mand, or as his own opinion, he has given 
abundant proof that he did not mean 
what so many strain bis words to convey: 
or he is guilty of gross contradiction. 
Paul did not wish to see the woman, fra- 


.gile as she is, contending in public assem- 


blies, spending -he# strength for naught, in 
wrangling, or striving in public debate. 
He sent his important epistle to the Ro- 
mans by Phebe, “a servant of the church 
at Cenchrea,” and desired she should be 
assisted,“ in whatsoever business she hath 


need of you.” No restriction was laid 
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upon her with regard to public duty,—he 
acknowledged her a public character. 

Can any one read the list of salutations 
which follow, and doubt Paul’s conscious- 
ness of the usefulness of woman in the 
church? He designates some specially. 
“Salute Tryphena and, Tryphosa, who 
labor in the Lord.” Then the beloved 
Persis who labored much. It was effect- 
ual labor, which brought forth its fruit, 
that Paul so strongly indorsed. 

Priscilla was just as much his helper 
as Aquila; he makes no distinction; and 
his own declaration, that male and female 
are one in Christ Jesus, prove how he 
looked upon this matter ing the light of 
the Holy Spirit. " There is one side of the 
argument which has long done away with 
our educational squeamishness. God has 
and continues to put his seal upon wo- 
man’s labors, both by bestowing upon her 
the Spirit in her call, and the fruit of her 
labors. The last century bad many nota- 
ble women in the church, and as this is al- 
lowed to be ““ woman’s century,” who will 
dare to hinder her in any purposed good ? 
If Paul had an errand to one of the 
crowded audiences in England, and while 
on the wing, he poised a few moments, to 
hear the musical voice of the Phebe from 
the American church, pouring forth the 
truth of God, from her animated soul, and 


saw the melted, subdued multitude, hang- : 
ing on her lips, would he say, “ Hush her ! 
hush her! I suffer not a woman to teach ?” 


Or visits he the workshop, or barn, 
made eloquent by their-own ministering 


angel, Miss Marsh, when, after her pray- 


ers and other exercises, she pronounces | 
the benediction, would he turn away with | 
a scowl, and say, This is all disorder, 


she must keep silence; there are bishops 


and clergy enough, without a woman tak- 
ing this upon herself. Ah no, Paul would. 
rather tune his harp to notes of louder 
praise for the grace which abounds to 


these women of God, and say, Help those , 


women which follow true apostolic doc- 
trine and example. 


(Original 
THE SMILE OF GOD. 


BY HARRIETTE. 


I SEE it on the lovely flowers 

That deck the earth in summer hours, 

And even in the gathering cloud,— 

The lightning-flash, the thunder loud; 

For these but renovate the air, 

And make all things more bright and fair. 
llow sweetly doth it sit, at last, 

Upon the bow when storms are past. 


When autumn winds begin to blew, 
I see it on the gorgeous glow 
- And deepening tint of forest-leaves, 
That glow and wave amid the trees: 
In winter's snowy mantle cast, 
To shield the earth from northern blast, 
In nature’s vast vatiety, ti 
Thy smile, my God, I ever see. 


But o'! to feel it in my heart, 

What bliss supreme doth it impart! 
Were crowns and sceptres at my feet, 
Id give them all that smile to meet. 
Begone each passion, feeling, thought, 
On whith that smile may not be sought; 
Then come, thou sweet, celestial dove, 
Inspire my heart with perfeet love. © 


(Original. 


GLEANINGS. 


BY M. M. J. 


Rutn gleaned in the fields of Boaz, 
who was very rich, and she found grace in 
his eyes; so that although she entered the 
field a stranger, yet she was permitted to 
stay, and was welcomed. [oaz bade her 
remain in his field, and seek no other, tell- 
ing his young men to permit her to glean 
| even among the sheaves, and to let fall hand- 
fuls purposely. So Ruth gleaned ali day ;_ 
hae when she returned at night, Naomi 
was much surprised, and said, Blessed 
be he that did take knowledge of thee. 
Ruth sought the fields of Boaz until the 
end of harvest, and his kindness continued 
to increase. 

As she gleaned in the fields of Boaz, so 
do I in those that the gospel of the living 
God spreads before me. I find a kinder 
one than Boaz, yea, one who could allow 


himself to be crucified so as to be able, 
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through his own merit, to give an offer of 
life and salvation to all men. How great 
are the glories and triumphs of this sacri- 
fice! Calvary, how dear!! Here is, in 
the reach of every man, woman, and child, 
a fountain as wide as the world and deep 
as the universe. Its sparkling, brilliant, 
life-civing waters gush out on all sides. 
All I need, all any one needs, is a willing- 
ness to partake of the crystal fount, in 
order to be filled. “ The Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that hear- 
eth say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And WHOSOEVER WILL, let him 
take the water of life freely.” All things 
in Christ are ready, Come away. Though 
Niagara has sung for ages past with her 
thunder-toned voice the praise of God, and 
notwith standing, all the lakes of water that 
have rolled ‘dows the mighty cataract in 
majestic beauty, yet no man has ever felt 
his physical thirst quenched by gazing at 
the water rolling swifily away beneath his 
feet. Is it the existence of water, or the 


_ partaking of it, that allays thirst? How 


then is it with the fountain in the house of 
David? Will the current risé and com- 
pel us to receive it whether we wish or 
not ? 

How richare the gleanings which God’s 
reapers cast before the people! How full 
of comfort is the preached word. Oh, my 
soul thanks God and takes courage. The 


comforts of life, friends, and an open Bible 


inspire me with deep, heartfelt gratitude ; 
for all are the gift of God. Once I fol- 
lowed reapers who pulled. the stubble and 
cast it batk for me; and I became exceed- 
ing hungry; so that I would have satisfied 
myself on the husks the swine did eat; 

but no. man*gave unto me ! In my 
I thought of my father’s house and his ser- 
vants who had plenty and to spare; why, 
then, should I perish with hunger? A 
sénse of shame made me hide my face 
from my Father’s gaze ; but the coverings 
of this world were foo thin. His searching 
eyes found me out; and I said, “I will 
arise and go to my Father’s house.” So 


every one must arise and go to the foun- 
tain, if he would wash, and to the table, if 
he would satisfy his hunger. He that will 
neither eat nor drink must die a spiritual 
as well asa temporal death. Reader, if 
you refuse the gleanings, do not murmur 
at your punishment; it is but the penalty 
of suicide, and God, even our God, is still 
just and holy. Remember our Saviour’s 
death and passion: see his limbs stretched 
to the cross, and the rough nails tear his 


hands and feet, while the blood trinkles 


down ; his side pierced with a spear and 
blood and water flowing out! Ah! hear 
him ery, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ?” and then, “ It is: ‘fin-, 
ished ;” and lo! nature fades and darkness 
cathers round ; the earth trembles and the 
dead arise, and his murderers cry, “* Surely 
this is the Son of God.” Weep, reader, 
weep for such love; it is well expressed 
in tears; pray without ceasing, and in all 
things give thanks. Glory to God on 
high; my soul scarce contents itself here, 
so great is the love that allures it to the 
skies. Blessed be he that did take natin 
edge of me. 


Canada West. 


WALKING WITH GOD. 


WE have a journey to make through 
this world. We shall not make it alone. 
Companions will join us by the way. 
Some of them will be visible, brethren of 
our own race, and otlters invisible, spirits 
of another order of being. Their charac- 
ter, whether they be flesh and blood or of 
immaterial nature, will coincide ultimately 
with our own. We shall attract to us 
those of kindred sympathies and aims; 
we shall repel from us thase who have no 
spiritual aflinity.. Every man is therefore 
accompanied by a-group of saints and 
angels, or by a convoy of sinners and 
devils. 

It is plain enough, in our ignorance, 
weakness, and depravity, that we need 
some one with us perpetually. We want 
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a strong arm to lean upon, and a wise 
mind to offer counsel. And no man, no 
angel even, is sufficient for alk our neces-. 
sities. Can we have the companion we 
need? It will be some answer to the 
question to learn that one man did find 
such a companion. It is written in the 


most ancient historical work extant, the 
book of Genesis, and concerning one of 


those who lived before the flood, that 
“ Enoch walked with God.” That was 


an exalted privilege! To have God for. 


one’s most intimate and constant compan- 
ion; to enjoy his presence at all times 
and i in all places; to commune with him> 
freely, not only in the closet but also. 


. amid the business of life; to open the ‘sanctified wholly. 


heart to him on every subject; to obtain 
from him hourly assistance ; to live in the. 
sunshine of his constant smile; oh, what 
bliss can exceed that! But was this true 
of Enoch, and was Enoch situated. at all 
like other men? Did he live amid his 
fellows and engage in the ordinary *busi- 
ness of life ? 


We answer in the affirma- | 


‘purity, wisdom, love, and power, as we 
trace out the pathway of life. God in- 
vites us to walk with him by faith, pledg- 
ing to us his divine presence and aid. 
| Shall we hesitate? Hlow many Enochs 
are there in this generation ?—Cong. 
Herald. 
| 

HOW THE PURE IN HEART MAY 
GRIEVE THE SPIRIT. 


Dr. C. Evxiiort, in the course of ase- 
ries of able articles in the> Cen/ral Chris- 
tian Advocate, on Christian Verfection, 


| drops the following suggestive words on 
grieving the Spirit after we have been 
Our quotation 
mences with a summary of the evidence 
of the attainment of this gracious state. 
“Tfa man be deeply and fully convinced, 
after justification, of inbred sin—if he 
then experiences a gradual mortification 
of sin, and afterward an entire renewal 


‘in the image of God—if to this change, 
immensely greater than that wrought 


tive. Ile was not an instance of juvenile when he was justified, be added a clear, 


piety killed prematurely by his goodness 
at the age of eight or ten years, but lived 
to the mature term of three hundred and 


sixty-five years, or about five times as long 


as any of us are likely to live. Nor was 
he a hermit who, in order to walk with 
God, left the busy world and paced a 


lonely journey of life in the desert or 


among the mountains. . He was a married | 
man and “beg gat sons and daughters,” 
among whom was Methuselah. As his. 


family needed to be supported, undoubt- | 


edly he labored diligently at his business, 
like other husbands and fathers, and ‘met 
with the usual trials and temptations. 
And yet during this long ‘pilgrimage, he 
never lost his divi ine companion, but 
“ walked with God ” by a perpetual faith 
in the divine presence, until God “ took 
him,” to the world of open ‘vision. 

This is recorded for our encouragement, 
that we, too, may embrace the same privi- 


lege, and have a companion of infinite’ 


direct witness of the renewal, it is next — 
to impossible this man should be deceived 


therein. And if a person of veracity 
testify of thesé thine’s to us, we ought not, 
without some suflicient reason, to reject 
his testimony. 

Ilow can those who are thus. sealed 
grieve the Iloly Spirit of Got’? "Po this 
we may reply: 1. By such conversation 


as is not profitable, 1.0t to the use of edi- 


fying, nor apt to minister grace to the 
hearers. 2. By relapsing into bitterness 
aa want of kindness. 3. By wrath, last- 
ing displeasure, or want of tender-hearted- 
ness. 4. By anger, however soon it is 
over, want of instantly forgiving one 
another. 5., By brawling, clamor, loud, 
harsh, rough speaking. 6. By evil speak- 
ing, whispering, tale-bearing, needlessly 
mentioning the ‘faults of an absent person, 
though in ever so soft a manner. 

Besides, others are manifestly wanting 
in the fruits of the Spirit, and so can not 
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it well. 
distance and reserve than they did before. J 
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possibly enjoy a genuine evidence of their 
Some are wanting in long- 
suffering, or Christian resignation. They 
do not in everything give thanks and re- 
joice evermore. They are not happy; at 
least not always happy.. For sometimes 
they complain: “ This or that is hard.” 
Some are wanting in gentleness. They 
resist evil instead of turning the other 
cheek. They do not receive reproach 
with gentleness; no, nor even reproof. 
They are not able to bear contradiction, 
without the appearance, at least, of re- 
sentment. If they are reproved, or con- 
tradicted, though mildly, ‘they do not 
They behave with more 


If they are reproved or Gontradicted with 
harshness, they answer harshly with a 
loud voice or with an angry tone, or in a 
sharp,surly manner. Theyspeak sharply 
or roughly when they reprove others, and 
behave roughly to their inferiors. Some 
are wanting in goodness. They aré not 
kind, mild, sweet, amiable and loving at 
all times, in the spirit, words, looks and air, 
in the whole tenor of their behavior, and 


that to all, high and low, rich and poor, 


without respect to persons, particularly to 
them that are out of the way, to opposers, 
and to those of their own household. 
They do not long study and endeavor 


' by every means to make all about them 


happy. They can see them uneasy and 
not be concerned; perhaps they make 
them so, and then say, “they deserve it, 
it is their own fault.” Some are wanting 
in fidelity, a nice regard to truth, sim- 
plicity, and godly sincerity. Their love 
is hardly without dissimulation: some- 
thing like guile is found in their mouth. 
Some are wanting in meekness, quietness 
of spirit, composure, evenness of temper. 
They are up and down, sometimes high 
and sometimes low. The affections are 
not in due proportion; they have too 
much of one and too little of another. 
Hence there is often a jar; their soul is 
out of tune. Some are wanting in tem- 


perance. 
kind and degree of food which they know 
or might know would conduce to the 


They do not use steadily that 


health of their body. Or they are not 
temperate in sleep; or they use neither 
fasting nor abstinence; or they prefer 
that sort of preaching o, reading, or conver- 
sation, which gives cham a transient joy, 
before that which brings a godly sorrow 
or instruction in righteousness. Such joy 
is not sanctified. It doth not tend to and 


terminate in the crucifixion of the flesh. 


Such faith doth not centre in God, but 
rather 1 in ourselves. 4 


WILL Nov LET THEE GO.” 


The disciples him saying, Seidl her aways 


Jesus said, Great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt.” — Matth. xv. 23, 28. 


I WILL not let thee go, tou [lelp in time of need! 
Heap ill on ill, 
] trust thee still; 

E’en when it seems as thou would’st slay indeed! 
Do as thou wilt with me, 
I yet will cling to thee; 

Ilide thou thy face, yet, Help in time of need,* 

-I will not let thee go! 


I will not let thee go: should I forsake my bliss? 
No, Loid, thou'rt mine, 
And IT am thine. 

Thee will I hold when all things else I miss, 

- Though dark and sad the night, 

Joy cometh with thy light, 

0 thou my Sun! should I forsake my bliss? 
I will not let thee go! 


I will not let thee go, my God, my Life, my Lord! 
Not death can tear 
Me from his care, ; 

Who for my sake his soul in death outpoured. 
Thou diedst for love to me, 
I say in love to thee, 

E’en when my heart shall break, my, God, my 

Life, my Lord, 
I will not let thee go! 
Deszler, 1692. , 


CONTENTMENT. — “ It is not what we 
have, but what we are, that constitute our 
glory and felicity. 
durable riches belong to the mind, A 
soul narrow and debased may extend its 
possessions to the ends of the earth, but 
is poor and wretched still. It is through 
inward health that we enjoy outward 
things.” — Channing. 


The only true andi. 
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AN IMPORTANT BUT NEG- 
LECTED DUTY. 


Tue following extract is commended 
to the multitudes of professed Christians 
who forget that the Lord Jesus is made 
of God to his people, not only “ right- 
eousness,” but “ sanctification ” also. 

After conversion, when we think of 
making progress in the divine life, and to 
take measures for our sanctification, we 
are very apt to resort to some other 
method than that by which the new life 
was begun within us. When our de- 
pravity lowers, when we have lost our 
sense of communion with God, and dark- 
ness and doubt begin to prey upon the 
soul, then, unless we have been taught 


better, we are apt to set about our own 


process of sanctification. As the first 
thing, we almost always resort to resolu- 
tions, or to a solemn covenant written 
out and prayed over. Surprised that 
this does not bring relief, we resort to 
something else, and go the round of 
strugelings, fastings, prayers, and morti- 
fications ; and, yet unblest, we plunge 
into works of various kinds; and yet all 
this novelty is but walking about in our 
sleep. There is no. liberty in it, no 
relish. It is simply by the iron con- 
straint of conscience. It is pursuing a 


mistaken view of the way of holiness. 


Now all this is sincerely done. It is not 
intended asa merit, and yet is nothing 
else than a little piece of popery in our 
experience. We make these resolutions, 
and self-denials and labors our Saviour, 


and actu lly, with all our hatred of 


papacy, we ‘are found doing penance, 
offering so much of work for so much of 
grace. We act ina manner which, if it 
were not so so’enin d business, would be 


: ludicrous indeed. 


Quite likely, while in this very state, 
we may meet a convicted sinner, and 
finding him making good resolves, leav- 
ing off some of his sins, and doing some 
good things, thinking thereby to make 


himself fit to receive the blessing of for- 
giveness, we take hold of him, and try to 
shake him off from all these human re- 
lances for justification, and say to him: 
“Why, here you are making a Saviour 
of these good deeds. You never can 
find pardon in this way.; you must simply 
cast yourself upon Jesus.” And yet, in 
order to have the work of sanctification 
carried on within us, we turn to do the 
same things. The direction for each 
case is, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The 
young Christian, bursting into the light 
and liberty of the gospel, exclaims, ** How 
easy, how simple the way!” And ‘so 
the older Christian, coming by the same 
way up to a higher grade of spiritual 
life, cries out, “* Ilow easy the process of 
sanctifying grace!” <A very simple les- 
son when learned, but one of the hardest 
we ever do learn, — that, having Christ, 
we have salvation. Having the fountain, 
we have its issuing streams. J. 
lay. 


BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT FROM A 
LETTER OF SYMPATIILY. 


Orn yes, what you loved so well is safe, 
is happy! When you think how much 
beauty, sweetness, goodness have been 
removed, kneel, and present it as your 
aift to heaven: Where a place so befit- 
ting? Where society so congenial? or 
pleasures so much to be desired, or rest so 
sweet, or health so full of life? Oh yes, 
to die is gain! This, my dear friend, is 
not commonplace condolence, for well I 
know that “ sorrow is a sacred thing; and 


‘poor as this expression of s¥mpathy may 


be} it is sent without delay. . The Lord is 
an ever-present satisfying portion. To 
his most compassionate care I commend 
you and yours. 
Your truly sympathizing friend, 
S. BackENBURY. 
Raithby Hall, 1838. 
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